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Nebraska searching for a coach again 
after four years of Callahan Era 


IN ASEASON full of sur- 
prises, it certainly was no 
surprise when _ the 
announcement came that 
a news conference had 
been scheduled for the 
morning after Nebraska's 
season ended. 

As promised, interim 
athletic director Tom 
Osborne had talked with coach Bill 
Callahan early that morning. As expect- 
ed, Callahan’s contract was terminated 
after a 5-7 season. He finished 27-22 in 
four years at NU. 

In many ways, the finale the previous 
day in Boulder, Colo., was a fitting end to 
a tumultuous season. 

Joe Ganz, coming off a 
510-yard passing perform- 
ance against Kansas State, 
had 274 yards passing in 
the first half. He threw for 
two touchdowns and 
rushed for two more, as 
the Huskers led 35-24 and 
looked to be in good shape 
to become bowl eligible. 

But the wheels came off 
in the third quarter. Ganz 
threw back-to-back inter- 
ceptions on NU’s first two 
possessions of the second 
half. One was returned for a touchdown 
and the other set up a touchdown. On the 
next possession, Dan Titchener’s punt 
was blocked, setting up another CU score. 
All of a sudden, the Buffaloes led 44-35. 

When it was over, Nebraska had 
allowed 40 or more points for the sixth 
time. For the season, the Huskers allowed 
455 points, just under 38 per game. 

“Tt isn’t just a matter of wins and loss- 
es. It’s how you do it,” Osborne said the 
next morning at Memorial Stadium. “If 
you're competitive and maybe you go 6-6 
and you lose two or three more by a field 
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On THe Cover 

Bill Callahan leaves the field after 
Nebraska finished a 5-7 season by los- 
ing to Colorado, 65-51, the day after 
Thanksgiving in Boulder. Callahan was 
fired the next day. Cover photo by 
Scott Bruhn. 
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goal or a turnover . . . but if you get 
blown out two or three times, that’s a lit- 
tle different.” 

You can read more of Osborne’s com- 
ments on the coaching change in this edi- 
tion of Huskers Illustrated. We also have 
complete coverage of the 65-51 slugfest in 
Colorado and a feature story on Ganz, 
the junior quarterback who replaced Sam 
Keller in the ninth game and passed for 
1,435 yards and 16 touchdowns. 

The coaching search was being closely 
monitored by the media and thousands 
more on Internet message boards. One of 
the flights tracked took Osborne and 
chancellor Harvey Perlman to Baton 
Rouge, La., to interview LSU defensive 
coordinator and former 
NU assistant Bo Pelini, and 
on to Atlanta, where a 
search firm assisting the 
effort is located. Buffalo 
coach and former Husker 
assistant Turner Gill and 
Wake Forest coach Jim 
Grobe were reportedly 
interviewed. Others were 
likely contacted. Osborne 
said he would “probably 
talk to four or five people.” 

The issue was fluid as 
this edition went to press. 
By the time you read this, a 
new coach may be in place. “I would like 
to do it as soon as | can, but there is no 
timetable because I can’t predict when 
that person might accept,” Osborne said. 

This search certainly won’t stretch out 
41 days, as it did four years ago when for- 
mer athletic director Steve Pederson 
sought a replacement for Frank Solich, 
who he fired with a 9-3 record. 

Solich, in his third season as head 
coach at Ohio University, reportedly 
laughed when asked about his interest in 
the current opening in Lincoln. 

“There’s too much water under the 
bridge there,” Solich told the Columbus 
(Ohio) Dispatch. “They need some kind 
of a clean slate, a start where there’s not 
controversy. I felt my time there got cut 
short, but that’s college football. It was 
unfortunate. They do have things correct- 
ed.” 

Stay tuned. 
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State OF THe HUSKERS 


Pressing 
Meeus 


Smallish Huskers see the benefit 
of playing full-court defense 


CONSIDERING NEBRASKA'S overall lack of 
size, Cornhusker men’s basketball coach Doc 
Sadler is quick to point out that his team is 
going to have to do some extras to be success- 
ful this season. 

In Sadler’s opinion, it starts with having the 
ability to apply full-court pressure. Or, as 
Sadler likes to refer to it, play 94 feet. 

“The full-court press is something we're 
going to have to do,” Sadler said. “We're that 
small, so we're going to have to play full-court defense.” 

Sadler cites some of Louisville coach Rick Pitino’s philoso- 
phies in noting that there are two major benefits to successful- 
ly applying full-court pressure. 

“Against inferior talent, you can be more aggressive and 
you can take advantage of that,” Sadler said. “And against 
superior talent, you can get them out of the half court and 
running their offense a little bit more, and it makes 
it a little bit more equal. 

“We haven't zone pressed or anything like that 
much yet, but we will definitely do that. We'll 
throw in some zone press and all that against 
teams that we're just trying to slow down a little 
bit.” 

In addition to having quickness on the front end 
of the press, Sadler likes that he has capable defen- 
sive players at the power forward and center posi- 
tions in Ryan Anderson and Aleks Maric, respec- 
tively. Sadler said the 6-4 Anderson, who is more 
agile than many players at the four spot, can give 
the Huskers an edge in the press. 

“You've got to have an instinct, in my opinion, 
to press 94 feet,” Sadler said. “There are times 
when you can go trap the basketball, but there may 
be times that you can’t or you maybe know who to trap and 
who not to trap, and Ryan can make those adjustments. 

“Aleks is a pretty good athlete. We can put Aleks back 
there in the back and kind of hide him a little bit.” 

Junior guard Ade Dagunduro said he enjoys it when the 
Huskers go with full-court pressure. He said it seems to give 
him and his teammates an energy boost, especially on their 
home court. 

“It’s fun until you get extremely exhausted,” Dagunduro 
said. “But for the most part, it’s fun, getting steals and getting 
after it. That picks up momentum, so I like playing 94 feet.” 

The problem with full-court pressure, Sadler said, is that 
it’s often a more effective weapon early in the season than late 
and can’t always be depended upon. 

“The fact of the matter is that when we get into Big 12 play, 
we're not going to be out there thinking we're just going to 
take it away from Kansas and people like that,” Sadler said. 
“It’s going to be more slow-their-offense-down stuff, and if 
we get a chance to maybe make a play, then we'll do that. 
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Doc Sadler is begin- 
ning his second sea- 
son at Nebraska. 


“We're not going to get out there and get into an up-and- 
down deal. We don’t have the players right now.” 

Offensively, Sadler said Nebraska is searching for second 
and third scoring options behind Maric. The 6-11 senior led 
the team last year, scoring 18.5 points per game, and averaged 
13.3 points in his first four games this season. 

“T think that’s a question that hasn’t been answered yet,” 
Sadler said. “I think Ade Dagunduro is a guy who can get 
you maybe double figures, but then, after that, I’m not for 
sure. 

“Ryan Anderson did last year — he averaged around 10. If 
we could get 12 or 13 out of Ryan and get double digits out of 
Ade, then three guys is plenty.” 

Early on, Sadler said he’s been concerned with Nebraska’s 
inconsistency shooting the basketball — something he didn’t 
necessarily think would be a problem in the preseason. 

“T don’t know if we're going to really be able to tell until 
we get some more games under our belts exactly 
where our shooting is at,” Sadler said. “That's 
especially when we get (playing) against bigger 
people.” 

Despite Maric and Anderson returning as the 
only full-time starters from last season, Sadler 
said he wouldn’t necessarily say that some of the 
Huskers’ offensive inconsistency is due to inexpe- 
rience. 

“These guys have played a lot of basketball,” 
Sadler said. “They just haven’t played it here, so 
they’ve not played with each other, and they 
don’t always know what I want. Unfortunately, 
we don’t have a lot of time to figure that out.” 

Dagunduro said it’s obvious that the Huskers 
are still feeling there way offensively at times. 

“You look out there, and you can tell out there 
we look a little confused sometimes,” Dagunduro said. 
“That's just a matter of getting things down to where coach 
wants them to be so, with time, we'll be better offensively. I 
think that’s the main part of it, just getting a feel for the guys. 

“In practice, we're real good. It’s just a matter of taking 
what we have in practice and bringing it onto the court, so I 
think we'll be fine.” 

Despite getting off to a 4-1 start, Sadler said it’s difficult to 
get a feel for how good his relatively young team can be. 

“T think this group will be a pretty consistent team because 
they practice consistent,” Sadler said. “It’s the teams that 
don’t come to practice that are the ones I don’t think you ever 
have a good feel for. Up until this point, this team has been a 
good practicing team. 

“J don’t know if that’s going to be good enough to relate to 
wins, but I think I’m pretty much going to know what to 
expect.” 


Terry Douglass is the sports editor of the Grand Island 
(Neb.) Independent. He can be reached at terry.douglass@msn.com. 
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To Learn 


Youthful Nebraska women’s team 
shows promise early in season 


CONNIE YORI SOUNDED FLOORED that her 
Nebraska women’s basketball team could dis- 
mantle anybody early in the season, let alone a 
club that when it last took the court was play- 
ing for a spot in the Final Four. 

The Huskers, after all, have five freshmen 
and only two players on the roster with more 
than two-years’ experience. 

But with each of her players doing their part, 
Yori watched NU roll past Mississippi 80-59. 

“It’s amazing what happens,” she said, “when the cumula- 
tive effect takes over.” 

For Yori, the cumulative effect is watching a youthful team 
not panic after first-team All-Big 12 junior forward Kelsey 
Griffin has to be taken by ambulance during the second half of 
an exhibition after suffering a rib injury. It’s practicing hard for 
the next three days, unsure whether she'll be ready for the sea- 
son-opener against a stacked Texas-El Paso club. 

Griffin did return and put up a gritty 15-point, 
eight-rebound effort in a seven-point win. But it was 
the career-high 19-point game of senior forward 
Danielle Page that best illustrated the Huskers’ atti- 
tude. Page, who brought a three-year scoring aver- 
age of 5.7 points into the season and reached double 
figures in just 10 of 32 games as a junior, seemed to 
realize her part needed to be bigger. 

And sure enough, when Griffin showed she does 
have a human side while being held to a career-low 
two points in the win against Mississippi, Page 
upped her contribution again by scoring 27 points. 

All for the cumulative effect. 

While Page paced Nebraska’s scoring in the first 
two games, the Huskers had four in double figures 
both times — a balance that, given the team’s lack of 
experience, could be considered surprising. 

“Maybe looking on paper, (because) we're real young,” Page 
said. “But in practice, you can see flashes of this. We need to 
keep it up. I think that’s the problem with young teams.” 

Griffin, the only returning starter from Nebraska’s 22-10 
NCAA tournament squad, also recognizes the potential for 
some up-and-down growing pains. Thus, the part she plays 
will include more than just her standard fare of producing lots 
of points and rebounds. 

“That's the same,” she said of her game responsibilities. Off 
the court, “It’s like bringing a standard to practice, teaching 
alongside the coaches.” 

Apparently, these Huskers are eager to learn. 

In their third game, they walloped another Southeastern 
Conference opponent, Florida, by 27 points. That outcome gave 
Yori and NU fans a clue about how the team plans to function 
minus four experienced guards from last year. 

“I would guess the expectation is (guard play is) going to be 
our weakness, but . . . our guards are better than what most 
people would think,” Yori said about the group of two fresh- 
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Connie Yori’s team 
includes just one 
returning starter. 


men, three sophomores and a junior college transfer who 
helped get her team off to quick start. “Just because they’re 
inexperienced doesn’t mean they can’t play.” 

Gone from the 2006-2007 team are three senior starters — 
All-Big 12 performer Kiera Hardy, Jelena Spiric and Ashley 
Ford — and TK LeFleur, who transferred to Texas Christian. 

Those four were among the six players who averaged the 
most minutes last season. In Big 12 Conference play, they 
accounted for nearly 32 points of NU’s 67.4 scoring average 
and had 126 of the 179 assists. 

The early returns from this year indicate there will be no sig- 
nificant slippage. 

Nebraska's starting backcourt has included two players 
who were the state’s top high school senior the past two years 
— sophomore point guard Vonnie Turner of Bellevue East and 
freshman Dominique Kelley of Lincoln Northeast — and Tay 
Hester, a junior who came from Mt. San Antonio (Calif.) 
College. 

Hester produced a double-double in her Husker 
debut. 

Kelley had a 16-point game against Florida and 
also led Nebraska in scoring in a Nov. 25 win 
against Akron. She and Turner, who had eight 
steals against the Gators, also have fueled a defen- 
sive approach in which the Huskers regularly 
apply full-court pressure. 

“They set a tone that we weren't able to do, real- 
ly, since I’ve been here,” Yori said. “Even though 
they both have been starting, we’re playing them in 
place of each other a lot so that we can have good 
ball pressure.” 

While the athleticism of Kelley and Turner is 
key, what allows the Huskers to play that style is 
their depth. 

When somebody needs a break, Yori has three other guards 
she feels comfortable putting into the mix: sophomores Kala 
Kuhlmann and Nicole Neals and freshman Kaitlyn Burke. 

Burke, a member of the Canadian Junior National Team last 
summer, was Nebraska’s top three-point threat and was aver- 
aging 22 minutes over the first six games. Kuhlmann had 
career-highs of 11 points and five assists against Florida. Neals 
was among nine players averaging nearly 14 minutes per 
game. 

Kelley credits Griffin and Nebraska’s lone senior, Page, for 
being patient with the younger players. 

“We have great leaders in Danielle and ‘Mo,’ ” Kelley said. 
“They're really great at building your confidence and staying 
positive when things aren’t going well.” 

It’s all part of the cumulative effect. 

“We're all pleasantly surprised, at least a little, particularly 
in the way we did it,” Yori said of her team’s start. Hi 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter for the Lincoln Journal Star. 
In addition to reporting on football, he is the primary beat writer for 
baseball. Curt can be reached at cmckeever@journalstar.com 
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Tom Osborne announced the decision 
the morning after the Colorado game. 


Oo no one’s surprise, 

really, interim athletic 

director Tom Osborne 

held a news conference 

on the sixth floor of the 

Memorial Stadium 
skyboxes the morning after the 
Colorado game to announce what he 
had decided regarding Bill Callahan 
and his staff. Callahan’s contract 
would not be renewed, and the assis- 
tants would not be retained, although 
any of them who wanted to remain at 
Nebraska would interview when the 
new head coach was named. The 
news conference lasted just under 30 
minutes. Before answering reporters’ 
questions, Osborne made the follow- 
ing statement: 


Thanks for coming. | know it's 
kind of short notice for you. And it’s 
a little earlier than I've seen many of 
you before. First of all, | just wanted 
to say a couple of things. 

As a former coach, this is a role 
that | really don’t like. | hate to sit in 
judgment of other people, and really 
never envisioned me being in a situ- 
ation where I'd have to make a deci- 
sion on somebody’s employment 
8 DECEMBER 2007 
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Cloud ony PANES 


Osborne says decision 
wasn't just a matter 
of wins and losses 


By Mike 


opportunities. But that’s the nature 
of this business. 

When | first took the job as inter- 
im athletic director, | talked to the 
coaches, and | told them | was hop- 
ing very much that we could make 
this thing work and that | would do 
anything | could for them to try to 
help them be successful, whether it 
be talk to the team, talk to them 
about various issues that they were 
dealing with, try to deal with the 
public. 

And so | think they understood 
that | didn’t want to make a change 
because change is hard, change is 
disruptive; sometimes it’s expen- 
sive. But that’s not the main issue 
here. | wanted as much continuity as 
possible. 

The second week | was in this 
position, | had the feeling that the 
coaches wanted to have some 
benchmarks, would like to have 
some idea as to what they had to do, 
so | went down and we visited a 
while. | said, “Look...” At that point 
they were 4-4. | said, “If you can win 
the next four games and go 8-4, 
there’s no question things are going 
to be fine. If, on the other hand, you 
win three out of four and play well, | 
think we can maybe make it work. | 


Babcock 


can’t promise you, but | think we can 
make it work. If it’s two out of four, 
it's going to be pretty tough because 
now you're break-even, and we 
haven't had many break-even sea- 
sons around here.” And | said if we 
have a losing season, | don’t think 
there’s any way this will work. 

So | think the parameters were 
fairly clearly spelled out. Now it isn’t 
just a matter of wins and losses. It's 
how you do it. If you’re competitive 
and maybe you go 6-6 and you lose 
two or three more by a field goal or 
a turnover... but if you get blown 
out two or three times, that’s a little 
different. And so | said those are the 
things | can’t predict at that point. 

| tried to make sure they were 
completely in the loop, knew what | 
was thinking. And it isn’t all about 
winning and losing. Believe me, | 
understand that. But if you lose a 
fairly large number of games by a 
significant margin and you have rea- 
sonably good players, which | think 
you have, then that means there 
may be some systemic issues. 

So underlying issues, nothing 
major, nothing that’s of any signifi- 
cant nature in terms of people not 
treating people right. | think the 
players are generally treated well. | 


Bill Callahan leaves the field after the 65-51 loss at Colorado, his final game as Nebraska’s head coach. 


don't think the coaches were incom- 
petent. | think they know what 
they're doing. But there’s something 
missing, evidently, as far as | was 
concerned. 

So anyway, this morning | met 
with the coaches. | met with Coach 
Callahan first and told him his con- 
tract was not being renewed. | just 
finished interviewing and talking to 
every one of the assistants. We 
spent about 10 minutes together, 
each one of them. | reviewed their 
contract, and each assistant is cur- 
rently guaranteed a salary through a 
year from January. That’s 13 
months. If they remain employed 
here, they’re on the same contract. If 
they take a job somewhere else, 
then we would no longer pay them 
the amount they were being paid by 
somebody else. But we would make 
up the difference if they were paid 
less during that period of time. I’ve 
asked them all to help with recruit- 
ing and they’ve agreed to do that. | 
think they've acted very profession- 
ally, so I'm appreciative of the atti- 
tude they had. | think they pretty 


much knew where they were as of 
yesterday. | don’t know for sure, but 
| think they did. So anyway, that’s 
what happened. 

Let me just say one other thing. | 
tried not to put any stipulations on 
anybody that | would not have 
expected myself. | never, when | was 
coaching here until maybe the last 
three or four years, felt that | could 
survive a losing season as the head 
coach. | did not think | would be 
employed. I'll tell you where that 
came from. 

The first four years, we were 9-2- 
1 first, beat Texas in the Cotton 
Bowl, next year 9-3, beat Florida in 
the Sugar Bowl. The third year, we 
were 10-2, tied for the conference 
championship, lost to Arizona State 
in the Fiesta Bowl. And then the 
fourth year, we ended up 9-3-1, beat 
Texas Tech in the Astro-Bluebonnet 
Bowl. And that evening, one of the 
regents got me aside and said, “I’m 
glad you won tonight because if you 
hadn't, you’d have been fired.” | 
gathered there had been some seri- 
ous conversation about my future at 


that point. So that was four years of 
about 77, 78 percent winning, and 
yet that was the nature of the deal 
here. And so believe me, | would not 
expect anything from any coach 
here that | hadn’t experienced 
myself or didn’t believe would be 
applied to me as a coach here. 

And so | really appreciate the 
effort these guys put into it. They've 
worked very hard. They’ve done a 
good job recruiting, | think. | think 
there are reasonably good athletes 
in the program. It may not be over- 
whelming, but | think it's good. And 
| was really hoping yesterday we'd 
have a different outcome than we 
did. But again, what happened, hap- 
pened, and we can’t go back and 
undo history. So | guess those are 
the only comments | have for you. 
I'm sure you'll have questions. and 
I'll be glad to answer the best | can. 

Let me just add, to head some- 
thing off, | told the coaches that | 
would not talk to any other coaches 
until the season was over and until | 
had made a decision and notified 
them. So | have not talked to any 
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other coaches anywhere, at this 
point. There have been some coach- 
es who may have been contacted 
and said, “Well, if Nebraska opens 
up, would you have an interest?” | 
honestly don’t even know who 
those people are or what their 
answer has been. So that much has 
been done. But | told anybody 
involved in this thing | didn’t want to 
know; | wasn’t going to be involved 
until | talked to Coach Callahan and 
made this thing official. So the next 
few days, I'll try to talk to four or five 
people and would like to move it 
along as fast as | can because 
recruiting is really critical at this 
time. 

But | can’t guarantee anything. 
It's going to take two parties to get 
this thing settled and then, of 
course, that coach, whoever it may 
be, will interview these people here, 
will probably have some ideas of his 
own as to who he might want to hire 
(as assistants), and we'll get it set- 
tled as quickly as we can. 


TIME FOR CHANGE 

Bill Callahan spent four seasons 
as Nebraska’s coach, two winning 
seasons and two losing seasons, for 
a combined record of 27-22. Were 
four seasons enough? “Well, | think 
so,” interim athletic director Tom 
Osborne said. “He had, | think, some 
pretty good players when he came 
here, maybe not overwhelming but 
good players, and certainly had good 
facilities, better than we've ever 
had.” 

Had the Cornhuskers won eight or 
nine games in 2007, “it would have 
been reasonable,” said Osborne. 
“And eight games is less than we 
averaged quite a bit over 40-some 
years.” 

Osborne’s teams, for example, 
averaged 10 victories over 25 sea- 
sons. 

Plus, “you’ve got to remember, 
we went 43, 44 years without a losing 
season,” he said. “And so the issue 
becomes: At what point are you still 
viable? At what point can you still go 
out and recruit without having peo- 
ple say, ‘Well, you're only going to be 
there one year or two years’? At what 
point do you have credibility with the 
public? At what point can you still 
have a powerful impact on your own 
players? 

“And so there comes a point 
where it becomes dicey.” 

The program had reached such a 
point, in his estimation. “You don’t 
have a crystal ball,” he said. “You 
just do the best you can with what 
information you have.” 
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TOUGH NONETHELESS 

Callahan's firing after four years 
was significantly different than Frank 
Solich’s firing after six seasons, and 
probably more reasonable, according 
to Osborne. “It might have been 
harder after 9-3 than after 5-7,” he 
said. “| think most people in the 
coaching profession understand at a 
place like this, a couple of losing sea- 
sons, and it’s going to get tough. But 
it certainly wasn’t something | want- 
ed to do.” 

Having coached, Osborne under- 
stood the situation in a way others 
could not. 

In addition, “I’m not a big firing 
guy,” he said. 


CRITICAL LOSSES 

Prior to  Callahan’s arrival, 
Nebraska had not endured a losing 
season since 1961, the year before 
Bob Devaney came from Wyoming, 
as athletic director Tippy Dye’s sec- 
ond choice (Wichita State’s Hank 
Foldberg was his first), and laid the 
foundation for the modern 
Cornhusker tradition. But Osborne’s 
decision wasn’t based only on wins 
and losses. It also depended on the 
manner in which the losses occurred. 
The 76-39 loss at Kansas was a 
“major factor,” said Osborne. “| think 
the coaches knew it. | knew it when it 
happened.” 


NEVER RECOVERED 

The turning point in the season 
might have been the 49-31 loss 
against Southern California, which 
was ranked No. 1 at the time. During 
the final interviews on the Saturday 
morning after the Colorado game 
“one of the assistants said, “| had no 
idea what | was getting into in terms 
of the intensity of the thing,” said 
Osborne. “| think the players feel it, 
too. They feel the level of intensity, 
the level of expectation.” 

A couple of the assistants told him 
that after the USC game “it got really 
hard for the players because the 
expectations were so high and the 
beating they took was fairly thor- 
ough, and | think that to some degree 
some of them didn’t recover from 
that emotionally, psychologically,” 
Osborne said. “I’m not trying to 
blame you (media) guys. I’m just say- 
ing that the interest of the state is so 


heavy that sometimes it’s difficult to = 
deal with. When you feel like you've © 


really disappointed and let people 
down, it becomes difficult.” 


IDENTITY LOSS 

Osborne talked with former 
Colorado coach Bill McCartney at a 
banquet for the People’s City Mission 


in Lincoln not long before Callahan's 
firing. Though the discussion was 
unrelated to Nebraska’s coaching sit- 
uation, McCartney did offer some 
insight in the program. Even though 
McCartney is out of coaching, “he 


has followed us pretty closely,” 
Osborne said. “And he says, ‘You 
know, you've lost your identity.’ | 
think what he was trying to say was 
that we used to be a team that people 
hated to play because they felt it for 


Bill Callahan's four-year record at 
Nebraska was 27-22. His teams finished 
15-17 in Big 12 Conference games, 0-1 in 
Big 12 Championship games and 1-1 in 
bowl games. 


two or three weeks.” 

Nebraska played a physical style, 
on offense as well as on defense. 
“I'm not saying we go back to run the 
Wishbone or run 30 options a game 
or anything like that. I’m not getting 
into X’s and O's,” said Osborne. “I'm 
just talking about how you play. You 
have to play with intensity. And | 
think these coaches tried very hard to 
have that happen. | think they knew 
that. Yet sometimes you didn’t see 
the effort and intensity you'd like to 
see.” 


THERE IS NO PLACE 
LIKE NEBRASKA 

Callahan emphasized recruiting on 
a national basis, and the Rivals.com 
rankings reflected success. His 2005 
class was fifth-best in the nation, 
according to Rivals.com. And after 
Callahan received a contract exten- 
sion from then athletic director Steve 
Pederson, the Cornhuskers’ 2008 
recruiting class moved up to seventh 
before uncertainty about Callahan’‘s 
job status led to some crucial de- 
commitments. 

Because of the national emphasis, 
there was concern in-state recruiting 
might have been less important than 
it traditionally hard been. So “we're 
going to really work hard in the state 
to find every player we think can 
play,” Osborne said. “If we have lost 
some high school coaches along the 
way, we'll try to get them back 
because where you start is in 
Nebraska, really. That's got to be your 
base, and then you get the best play- 
ers you can other places. So we'll 
work at that.” 


IN IT TOGETHER 

Osborne was asked if Callahan 
might have saved his job if he had 
fired some assistant coaches, on the 
defensive side of the ball in particu- 
lar. “| wasn't going to go in and say, 
‘Well, you've got to fire this guy and 
this guy and then maybe you can stay 
on,’” he said. “| never have believed 
in that. 

“I've seen it happen, but | don’t 
think that’s the right away to do it.” 

Even though he worked primarily 
with the offense, “Bill Callahan is 
where the buck stops,” said Osborne. 
“The head coach is the head coach. 
The head coach is not just responsi- 
ble for the offense. The head coach is 
responsible for the defense and the 
kicking game, the whole deal. That's 
why you're the head coach.” @ 


2004 
Won 5, Lost 6 
Big 12: Won 3, Lost 5, 3rd North 


Sept. 4 Western Illinois W, 56-17 
Sept. 11 Southern Mississippi L, 21-17 
Sept. 18 @Pittsburgh W, 24-17 
Oct. 2 Kansas W, 14-8 
Oct.9 @Texas Tech L, 70-10 
Oct. 16 Baylor W, 59-27 
Oct.23 @Kansas State L, 45-21 
Oct.30 Missouri W, 24-3 
Nov.6 @lowa State L, 34-27 
Nov. 13. @Oklahoma L, 30-3 
Nov. 26 Colorado L, 26-20 
Final rankings: None 
2005 
Won 8, Lost 4 
Big 12: Won 4, Lost 4, tie-2nd North 

Sept.3 Maine W, 25-7 
Sept. 10 Wake Forest W, 31-3 
Sept. 17 Pittsburgh W, 7-6 
Oct. 1 lowa State W, 27-20 (2 ot) 
Oct.8 Texas Tech L, 34-31 
Oct.15 @Baylor W, 23-14 
Oct.22 @Missouri L, 41-24 
Oct. 29 Oklahoma L, 31-24 
Nov.5 @Kansas L, 40-15 
Nov. 12 Kansas State W, 27-25 
Nov. 25 @Colorado W, 30-3 
Dec. 29 Michigan* W, 32-28 


*Alamo Bowl, San Antonio, Texas 
Final rankings: 24th AP, 24th Coaches 


2006 
Won 9, Lost 5 
Big 12: Won 6, Lost 2, 1st North 
Sept. 2 Louisiana Tech W, 49-10 
Sept.9 Nicholls State W, 56-7 
Sept. 16 @USC L, 28-10 
Sept. 23 Troy W, 56-0 
Sept. 30 Kansas W, 39-32 (ot) 
Oct. 7 @lowa State W, 28-14 
Oct. 14 @Kansas state W, 21-3 
Oct.21 Texas L, 22-20 
Oct. 28 @Oklahoma State L, 41-29 
Nov. 4 Missouri W, 34-20 
Nov. 11 @Texas A&M W, 28-27 
Nov. 24 Colorado W, 37-14 
Dec.2 Oklahoma* L, 21-7 
Jan. 1 Auburn** L, 17-14 


*Big 12 Championship, Kansas City, Mo, 
**Cotton Bowl, Dallas, Texas 
Final rankings: None 


2007 
Won 5, Lost 7 
Big 12: Won 2, Lost 6, tie-5th North 
Sept.1 Nevada W, 52-10 
Sept.8 @Wake Forest W, 20-17 
Sept. 15 USC L, 49-31 
Sept. 22 Ball State W, 41-40 
Sept. 29 lowa State W, 35-17 
Oct. 6 @Missouri L, 41-6 
Oct. 13 Oklahoma State L, 45-14 
Oct. 20 Texas A&M L, 36-14 
Oct.27 @Texas L, 28-25 
Nov.3 @Kansas L, 76-39 
Nov. 10 Kansas State W, 73-31 
Nov. 23. @Colorado L, 65-51 


Final rankings: None 
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He's not going to let a 
lot of things rattle him’ 


By Mike Bagcock @ Pxotos: ScorT BRUHN 
m™ ompetition among the roommates led to heated 
* arguments. Nate Swift and Lance Brandenburgh 
' would accuse him of cheating, Joe Ganz said. It 
was the price he paid for winning all the time. 

They could complain all they wanted. No 

& way was he cheating. He couldn’t have cheated, 
even if he had wanted to, not at Mario Kart. It’s not possi- 
ble. And besides, he didn’t need to cheat. 

“I’m probably the best Mario Kart player ever to 
walk this earth,” he said. 

The three of them used to play the 
Nintendo video game a lot, as much 
as 4 hours a day, according to 
Ganz, anything they could do 
to compete. “If I win, I expect 
to win,” he said. “But if I 
lose, it kills me. 

“T can’t stand it in any- 
thing, in any aspect of 
my life.” 

He has always been 
that way. As a youngster 
playing baseball, he 
would be inconsolable 
after losses. He felt as if 
he had let people down, 
that he had disappointed 
them. And he didn’t want 
that feeling. 

He was intensely competi- 
tive, more so than those around 
him. Once, during a pick-up football 
game in the backyard, he tackled a buddy 
with such force the buddy suffered a separated 
shoulder. 

“It’s a fire inside me,” said Ganz. “I have to win, no 
matter what.” 

During a high school baseball game, he broke an oppos- 
ing player’s jaw with a snap-tag at second base. He was 
the shortstop, taking the throw and making a hard swipe 
at the base runner. 

“They said it was too hard, but I didn’t think it was,” he 
said. 

The runner was out, quite literally. He had to be rushed 
to the hospital. “I think that kid was kind of a wuss,” Ganz 
said. “He was complaining it was broken. He was just a 
wuss.” 


FEATURING 
JOE 
GANZ 


There are other, similar stories about his playing base- 
ball. 

“I played it as physical as you can play it,” he said. 

He’s the same way playing intramural basketball now. 
Even when he knows the opposing players, he'll throw 
elbows and “do a lot of dirty little things,” just to give his 
team an edge. 

His competitive drive can be traced to family, trying to 
beat a sister and brother, both of them older. The sibling 
rivalry with his brother Dan was the most intense. They 
would wrestle, as most brothers do, and Dan would have 

a decided advantage because of the 5 years difference in 
age. 
He has a “bunch of horror stories” about 
their battles, Joe said, such as the time 
Dan “carried me on his shoulders 
and dropped me, and my two 
front teeth snapped back.” 

Another time, Dan 
“threw me into a corner 
wall, and I cracked my 
head open. I was bleed- 
ing, all over my face, and 
he was telling me, ‘Shut 
up, shut up. Don’t get me 
in trouble.’ I’m just sit- 
ting there bawling.” 

He has a small scar to 
prove the story. 

That's the way it was in 
his south-suburban Chicago 
neighborhood. Most of his 
buddies had older brothers and 
similar stories to tell. They’d scuf- 
fle and get after it “pretty well,” said 
Ganz. 

“I don’t know if it’s a South Side thing, 
but probably, I guess.” 

Whether or not it’s city-specific, his competitiveness 
“comes from stuff like that, really.” 

Now-former Cornhusker coach Bill Callahan, who also 
grew up on the South Side, has called Ganz “a tough guy 
from Chicago. He’s not going to let a lot of things rattle 
him,” Callahan said. 

“He's the type of player that has great poise.” 

wow Ww 


Ganz was born on Dec. 6, 1985. Less than two months 
later, coach Mike Ditka’s Chicago Bears won Super Bowl 
XX in New Orleans, defeating the New England Patriots 
46-10. 


His dad, Mike, watched on televi- 
sion, cheering for the Bears, while he 
lay in a crib nearby. His dad had 
infant Bears gear for him. “I was a 
Super Bowl baby,” he said. “So I'll 
always be a Bears fan.” 

Jim McMahon was the Bears’ 
Super Bowl quarterback, and “he was 
my guy when I was little,” said Ganz. 
“He didn’t really give you-know- 
what about anything. I liked that 
about him.” 

McMahon, who mooned a televi- 
sion news helicopter prior to the 
Super Bowl, wore sunglasses and a 
signature headband. Ganz also wore 
a headband his first two seasons at 
Nebraska. 

“I kind of have a sweating prob- 
lem, so it was more to keep the sweat 
out of my face,” he said. “But it was a 
reference, a little reference, a tribute 
to ‘Jimmy Mac,’ too.” 

He no longer wears the headband, 
however. It kept falling down, getting 
in the way. 

“So I scratched it,” said Ganz. 
Tributes can only go so far. 

In addition to the Bears, he grew 
up a Cubs fan, even though he is from 
the South Side, where the White Sox 
play. Chicago baseball fans support 
one team or the other, rarely, if ever, 
both. Preference is often passed down 
through generations. Ganz’s dad is a 
Cubs fan, and his dad was a Cubs fan. 

“It’s just how we were raised in the 
Ganz household; you're not a Sox fan. 
Probably two of my friends are Cubs 
fans. The rest are Sox fans because 
we're all south-side guys,” he said. 

The only Sox games he will attend 
are on days when tickets are reduced 
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in price by promotions. Then he and 
his Cub-fan friends wear “Sox Suck” 
T-shirts to U.S. Cellular Field on West 
35th Street. 

Sox fans take offense, of course, 
and “start fighting with us,” Ganz 
said. “It gets pretty fun.” 

Some of his friends refuse to go 
along, however, because of the poten- 
tial for trouble. 

“I grew up hating the Sox. You go 
to the games to root for whoever 
they’re playing,” he said. 

The White Sox winning the World 
Series in 2005 was “probably one of 
the lower points of my life. As soon as 
the final out hit, I had about 50 text 
messages, just saying, ‘Did you see 
the Sox?’ I had to turn my phone off. 
It was terrible,” said Ganz. “It’s bad, 
being a competitive fan. 

“We're always saying which 
team’s better.” 

The Cubs haven’t played in a 
World Series since 1945, and they 
haven’t won a World Series since 
1908. They won the National League 
Central last summer but were swept 
by the Arizona Diamondbacks in the 
divisional series. “This was a good 
year for the Cubs,” Ganz said. “It did- 
n’t end too well.” 

But the White Sox “were the third- 
worst team in the major leagues. So 
that’s all right.” 

wow 

Ganz was the starting quarterback 
for three seasons at Amos Alonzo 
Stagg High School in Palos Hills, Ill. 
He took his team to the state playoffs 
as a junior and senior, operating out 
of a shotgun formation his senior sea- 
son after running an option offense 


his first two seasons. 


He threw for 3,428 yards and 
rushed for 1,328 yards during his 
career, As a senior, he threw for 1,250 
yards and 10 touchdowns, complet- 
ing 60 percent of his passes, and 
rushed for 600 yards and 11 touch- 
downs to earn all-state recognition in 
the Illinois High School Association’s 
second-largest classification. 

He made an oral commitment to 
Eastern Michigan but wasn’t certain 
whether to play football there or wait 
to see what Division I schools might 
offer scholarships for baseball. He 
played shortstop and batted .420 with 
eight home runs and 45 runs-batted- 
in as a senior to earn all-state honors. 

Though baseball was his first love 
— he began playing at age 5 — he 
wanted to play football in college. But 
he wanted to play at a higher level 
than Eastern Michigan. 

Wisconsin had recruited him, for- 
mer Cornhusker defensive coordina- 
tor Kevin Cosgrove made the initial 
contact. But the Badgers opted for 


Junior quarterback Joe Ganz passed for 16 touchdowns, including 11 in three games 
and part of a fourth. Ganz also rushed for three touchdowns. 


another quarterback from suburban 
Chicago, Richards High in Oak Lawn, 
Sean Lewis. The 6-foot-7, 239-pound 
Lewis has since switched to tight end. 

Ganz was disappointed when 
Wisconsin was no longer interested, 
but from disappointment came 
opportunity. Cosgrove was hired by 
Nebraska and brought with him film 
of Ganz. “It’s been a blessing to come 
here,” said Ganz. “I’m very thankful 
for the opportunity they gave me.” 

He was a member of Callahan’s 
first recruiting class, one of three 
quarterbacks. Californians Jordan 
Adams, a junior college transfer, and 
Beau Davis were the others. 

He spent his first season on the 
scout team. The coaches named him 
offensive scout team player of the 
year, in fact. His job was to prepare 
the defense, playing the roles of 
opposing quarterbacks, even chang- 
ing jersey numbers from week-to- 
week, No. 7 for Adam Barmann of 


Kansas, No. 8 for Dane King of Baylor 
and so on. He accepted the role-play- 
ing without complaint, enjoyed it in 
fact. 

“I would do whatever they needed 
me to do. That was fine,” he said. “If 
I had to run the scout team, I would 
run the scout team. I knew my time 
would come. I just had to be patient.” 

Not that he’s patient. Quite the 
contrary. “But when it comes to a 
team I understand I can’t be selfish,” 
he said. “I can’t be impatient, just do 
what's best for the team, go out and 
do whatever I can.” 

Maintaining that attitude has 
served him well. When Sam Keller 
suffered a broken collarbone near the 
end of the Texas game, Ganz was 
ready to step in, despite all the time 
as a back-up. 

He could have become discour- 
aged. After a season on the scout 
team, he found himself behind both 
incumbent Joe Dailey and newcomer 


Zac Taylor on the depth chart in the 
spring. And after Dailey transferred 
to North Carolina, he had to compete 
with heralded freshman Harrison 
Beck for the job behind Taylor. 

Though listed second on the depth 
chart, he didn’t get the call when 
Taylor was knocked out of action in 
the fourth quarter of the Kansas State 
game in 2005. Beck did. 

That probably was the low point 
during his time at Nebraska. 
Nevertheless, he continued to push 
ahead, with a positive attitude. Beck 
transferred to North Carolina State, 
and Keller arrived from Arizona 
State, more competition for Ganz after 
Taylor, the Big 12 Offensive Player of 
the Year,” completed his eligibility. 

Ganz never complained, however. 
“You can’t be that cancer to the foot- 
ball team, say, ‘If I don’t start, I’m 
going to transfer. I’m _ getting 
screwed,’ something like that,” he 
said. 

“It’s a lot different when it comes 
to a team sport like football because 
it’s more than just yourself. So I had 
to put the team in front of myself and 
understand what my role was.” 

His teammates supported him, 
encouraging him to keep his head up, 
telling him that his time would come. 
“Good things come to people who 
work hard and are patient, shut their 
mouth, go out there and handle their 
business,” Ganz said. “Things 
worked out for me.” 

wow Ww 

Like McMahon, Ganz has Chicago 
“swagger,” a function of growing up 
on the South Side, he said. “It’s just 
that you're a confident kid and you're 
not going to let a lot of things rattle 
you. 

“You've been through a lot, and 
you kind of have a strong mental 
capacity.” 

Even so, adjusting to Lincoln took 
a while because of the pace. For one 
thing, “people drive real slow,” Ganz 
said, his competitiveness starting to 
show through. “That kills me. The 
interstate, if the speed limit is 65, they 
go 66. That just kills me. In Chicago 
the speed limit’s 60, and everybody 
goes 85.” 

Then again, the traffic is much 
lighter than, say, on the Dan Ryan 
Expressway. 

“That's one thing about Lincoln,” 
he said. “I love it here.” 
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(Johnny Rodgers’ career-receiving records, once seemingly unbreakable, 
were likely to fall, under an assault facilitated by coach Bill Callahan’s West 
Coast offense. This season, Huskers Illustrated took a look at the all-time best 
receivers, as senior Terrence Nunn continued to climb on the all-time recep- 
tions list, topped by Rodgers.) 


TERRENCE NUNN (2004-07) NO.83 6-0,190 Houston, Texas 


Johnny Rodgers’ school career record for pass receptions held against 
Nunn’s challenge, but only by seven. The soft-spoken Nunn, who was recruit- 
ed by the previous staff, finished a steady four seasons as a Cornhusker, catch- 
ing four passes for 88 yards against Colorado for a career total of 136 recep- 
tions, second on the all-time list. He also finished second to Rodgers on the 
career receiving yardage list with 1,762. Rodgers’ total was 2,479. Nunn 
caught at least one pass in 32 consecutive games, a streak that ended against 
Missouri, the only game in his senior season in which he didn’t have a recep- 
tion. The game was the 18th of his career in which he caught four or more 
catches. His career high was eight receptions against lowa State in 2005. Nunn 
was among four players in the 2007 team who climbed into the top six on the 
school’s career receptions list. Junior Marlon Lucky ranks third with 109, 
including a school-record 75 this season. Junior Nate Swift ranks fourth with 
103. And senior Maurice Purify finished sixth — behind Matt Davison — with 
91 catches in only two seasons. Purify finished second to Rodgers in career 
touchdown catches with 16. 
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SURE CAN SHOOT 
(Freshmen Jay-R Strowbridge and Ryan 
Anderson not only were coach Doc Sadler's 
most efficient 3-point shooters, they were 
among the most efficient 3-point shooters in 
school history. Here are the players 
Cornhusker coaches wanted shooting 3- 
pointers, based on single-season averages.) 


Player (Season) Pct. (Made-Att.) 

1. Brian Conklin (2003-04) 
-559 (66-118) 

2. Cary Cochran (2000-01) 
.473 (78-165) 

3. Jay-R Strowbridge (2006-07) 
.473 (25-54) 
4. Clifford Scales (1990-91) 
-456 (26-57) 
5. Henry T. Buchanan (1986-87) 

.452 (28-62) 

6. Brian Conklin (2001-02) 
.433 (65-150) 

7. Ryan Anderson (2006-07) 

.432 (48-111) 

8. Cary Cochran (2001-02) 
.430 (89-207) 

9. Wes Wilkinson (2005-06) 

.419 (62-148) 

10. Marcus Perry (2006-07) 
.411 (67-163) 


SURE CAN SHOOT, TOO 
(The Husker women have had some effective 
3-point shooters as well. Remember these 
names?) 


1. Kate Galligan (1995-96) 
.456 (52-114) 
2. Chelsea Aubry (2006-07) 
.434 (33-76) 
3. Amy Stephens (1987-88) 
.411 (44-107) 
4. Jina Johansen (2003-04) 
-411 (30-73) 
5. Kate Galligan (1993-94) 
.407 (50-123) 
6. Sabrina Brooks (1987-88) 
.402 (47-117) 
7. Lis Brenden (1993-94) 
.397 (31-78) 
8. Amy Stephens (1988-89) 
.394 (85-216) 
9. Anna DeForge (1996-97) 
.385 (30-78) 
10. Amanda Went (1998-99) 
.373 (33-91) 


7 Nebraska quarterback Joe ” 
Ganz takes a hard hit» 


Ao eee Colorado linebacker” 
“~.‘Jordon Dizon,-(Photo 2 as 
Scott Bruhn) Sateen 


NU’s 11-point lead 
quickly wiped out 
in second half 


redit Colorado for not collapsing. The 
Buffaloes easily could have caved, consider- 

" ing how quickly Nebraska scored its final 
two touchdowns in a 35-point first half. 

The Cornhuskers needed 53 seconds to 
cover 66 yards in five plays for the first. All of 
the plays were Joe Ganz passes, three com- 

plete, the last good to Maurice Purify for 25 yards and the 
score. 

That increased the lead to 28-17 with 3:04 remaining before 
intermission. 

Colorado responded with a touchdown to cut the lead back 
to four with 1:25 remaining, hardly enough time for another 
Nebraska score, right? Wrong. The 
Cornhusker offense was rolling. 

Ganz needed 59 seconds and four 
passes, all of them complete, to cover 71 
yards, the last 16 to Todd Peterson for 
another double-digit lead, 35-24 with 23 
seconds remaining. 

Ganz, who finished with 484 yards passing and four touch- 
downs, threw for 236 of the yards in the quarter. He also ran 
for the second of his two touchdowns just over 6 minutes 
before halftime. 

Immediately after throwing the second touchdown pass, 
Ganz was taken to the locker room because of sore ribs, with 
which he had to deal during the second half. 

“T thought the game was almost over (at halftime),” 
Cornhusker linebacker Bo Ruud said. “We had the momen- 
tum, and usually when we get that, just like K-State, I thought 
it was just going to balloon. 

“I thought we were going to put 70 on them.” 

Nebraska put 73 on Kansas State, with a 24-point second 
quarter and 38-point first half. 

It didn’t balloon on Colorado in the third quarter, however. 
“We had a couple of turnovers, which hurt. And we never 
recovered from that,” said Ruud. “Then they got all the 
momentum back. 

“It was a big swing of momentum there in the third. And 
that cost us the game.” 

The Cornhuskers ran only 12 plays during the third quar- 
ter, with barely 5 minutes in time of possession. 


The first of Maurice Purify’s three touchdowns put Nebraska on top 28- 
17 with 3:04 remaining in the first half. 


Their third play of the quarter, after forcing a Colorado punt, 
was a Ganz interception, which Jimmy Smith returned 31 yards 
for a touchdown. The interception was Smith’s first, and fol- 
lowed consecutive penalties on Nebraska for illegal substitution 
and delay of game, leaving third-and-12 from the NU 9-yard line. 

The Cornhuskers’ fourth play from scrimmage in the fourth 
quarter also was a Ganz interception. This time the ball was 
tipped, and grabbed by Colorado’s Lionel Harris and returned to 
the NU 23-yard line. 

A holding penalty pushed the Buffaloes back 10 yards, delay- 
ing a touchdown only briefly, if at all. 

Colorado had taken a 38-35 lead. And another disastrous play 
was a minute and a half away. 

Nebraska ran five plays and picked up a first down before 
being forced to punt. The Buffaloes’ Alonzo Barrett blocked Dan 
Titchener’s kick, and Jordan Dizon recovered at the NU 25-yard 
line. 

Four plays and a Cornhusker penalty later, Colorado had 


increased its lead 44-35. That Kevin Eberhart missed the extra- 
point kick, ending a Buffaloes’ streak of 92, was small consola- 
tion. 

Colorado would score two more touchdowns against a worn- 
down Nebraska defense in the fourth quarter before the 
Cornhuskers finally added to their halftime total. By then the out- 
come was decided. 

And, as it turned out to no one’s surprise really, Bill Callahan’s 
tenure as coach was at an end. For the second time in his four sea- 
sons, Nebraska finished with a losing record, something that had- 
n’t happened since 1961. And for the second time in his four sea- 
sons, the Cornhuskers wouldn’t be playing in a bowl game. 

“I really thought we were going to be national champions in 
the summer,” said Ruud, one of 29 seniors on the 2007 team. “I 
mean, I couldn’t imagine going 5-7 and not going to a bowl game. 

“I didn’t even think that was a possibility. That wasn’t even in 
my mind. So it’s shocking to me where we've gotten to here and 
what happened because it wasn’t even a possibility in the sum- 
mer.” 

A losing season with no bowl game didn’t seem a possibility 


RUSHING OFFENSE 

The Cornhuskers’ running game couldn't have 
been more productive during the first quarter, 98 
yards on 10 carries. The addition of a couple of 
zone-read option plays had Colorado’s defense off- 
balance. Of course, 55 of the yards came on two 
carries, including 28 for a touchdown by quarter- 
back Joe Ganz and 27 by Marlon Lucky. In any case, 
Nebraska would run the ball only 10 more times, 
including five in the second half. 


PASSING OFFENSE 

Live by the sword, die by the sword. Ganz passed 
for 484 yards — second in the school record book 
to his 510 yards against Kansas State — and four 
touchdowns. But he also threw three interceptions, 
the first two on the first two possessions of the 
third quarter as Colorado took the lead and 
momentum. 


RUSHING DEFENSE 

Hugh Charles rushed for 169 yards and three 
touchdowns on 33 carries. Good for Colorado. Bad 
for Nebraska, which allowed at least one 100-yard 
rusher in nine other games, as well. Texas A&M 
had two 100-yard rushers, for the record. For the 
season, the Cornhuskers allowed 2,786 yards on 
the ground, an average of 5.2 per carry. That was- 
n't going to get ‘r done. 


PASSING DEFENSE 
Cody Hawkins’ passing was effective enough to 
compliment Colorado’s running game. Though the 
Cornhuskers pressured him, they weren't able to 
sack him, and he didn’t throw an interception, com- 
pleting 17-of-29 for 241 yards and two touchdowns. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Well, Dan Titchener did average 44 yards on four 
punts, two of them downed inside the 20-yard line. 
But blocked punts are charged to the team, remem- 
ber, so punting contributed to the Cornhuskers’ 
undoing in a big way. Alonzo Barrett crashed 
through for the block, and Jordan Dizon recovered 
to set up a third Colorado touchdown in the critical 
third quarter. 


Is this right? It sure is. Nebraska forced 
only one turnover in its final seven games, 
and that one was not against Colorado. It 
was against Texas, Zach Potter's pass interception. 
The Cornhuskers finished the season minus-11 on 
turnovers, with only three fumble recoveries. 
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OFFENSE APLENTY 

The Cornhuskers amassed 610 yards of total offense, third most on the 
season. The two highest totals came in victories against Kansas State (702) 
and Nevada (625). Nebraska gained 400 or more yards in eight games, total, 
including the final five in a row. 


PASSING RECORD SHATTERED 

Quarterback Joe Ganz passed for 484 yards to increase this season's team- 
school record for passing yards to 4,012. The previous record was 3,417 pass- 
ing yards in 2006. 


SYMMETRY, FOR WHAT IT’S WORTH 

Ganz also rushed for 37 yards and two touchdowns. The last Nebraska 
quarterback to rush for two touchdowns in a game was Joe Dailey against 
Western Illinois in 2004. That was Bill Callahan’s first game as Cornhusker 
head coach, of course. 


ALL-PURPOSE BACK 

Running back Marlon Lucky had 184 all-purpose yards (69 rushing, 115 
receiving) to increase his season’s total to 1,743, Nebraska’s highest since 
1997, when Ahman Green totaled 1,982 yards. Lucky caught eight passes to 
increase his school single-season record to 75. 


POINT BLIZZARD 

The game-day weather forecast included a 40 percent chance of light 
snow. Instead of snow, however, there was a blizzard of points. Colorado was 
the sixth team to score at least 40 points against the Cornhuskers. Nebraska 
allowed 455 points for the season, the most in school history and an average 
of 37.9 per game. The previous record for points in a game was 32.6 in 1943, 
the first of back-to-back 2-6-0 seasons under coach A.J. Lewandowski (his 
only two seasons). 


RUNNING IT UP 

Colorado went over 60 points on a 28-yard touchdown run by Byron Ellis 
with 1:23, apparently prompting a Colorado writer to ask Callahan if he 
thought the Buffaloes had run up the score. “That's college football,” he said. 
“You can score from anywhere. They were trying to run the ball. That’s our job 
to defend it. I've never, ever complained about that, not one time.” 


ARENA BALL 

The game was the fifth this season in which Nebraska and its opponent 
combined to score 80 or more points. The Cornhuskers won two of the other 
four, against Ball State (41-40) and Kansas State (73-31). The other losses were 
against USC (49-31) and Kansas (76-39). 


BLACK AND WHITE 

The Cornhuskers wore white pants on the road for the first time since the 
Independence Bowl in 2002. They wore white pants every game that season, 
home and away, in a short-lived attempt to break from traditional red pants 
on the road. Unlike 2002, however, the pants had double-red stripes down the 
sides. In 2002, there was a single, broad red stripe. Remember the days before 
color television sets? There would have been no confusion. Colorado was 
dressed in black pants and black jerseys. 


BLACK FRIDAY 

The Friday after Thanksgiving is traditionally the busiest shopping day of 
the year and as such is known as “Black Friday” because it push retail sales 
into the black. The term has a different meaning for Cornhusker football. In 
Nov. 23, 2001, then No. 14-ranked Colorado upset No. 2-ranked Nebraska 62- 
36. Some point to that game as the beginning of the program's slide, at least 
symbolically. Six years later, on the same date in November, the Cornhuskers 
and Buffaloes combined for even more points. Neither team was ranked this 
time, but a bowl game was at stake. 


NO BOWL FOR NEBRASKA 

The Cornhuskers’ 73-31 victory against Kansas State fostered optimism of 
bowl eligibility. And when they went to the locker room at halftime with a 35- 
24 lead, that optimism had grown. Talk was of a trip to the Insight Bowl on 
Dec. 31 at Tempe, Ariz., against a Big 10 opponent, Indiana or Purdue, maybe. 
Such talk quickly faded in the third quarter, however. For only the second time 
in the past 39 years, Nebraska will be staying home for the holidays. 


— 3 ee 


Nebraska linebacker Steve Octavien (15) tries to take down 


NU wide receiver Terrence Nunn (83) makes a diving catch, 


at halftime, really. The chances of a victory seemed ri 
enough, anyway. The offense certainly was clicking 

Despite allowing the 35 points, and 393 yards, C 
defense didn’t give up, however. 


Colorado tailback Hugh Charles (2). Charles ran for 169 yards and three touchdowns. 


despite the defensive efforts of CU linebacker Jordon Dizon (44). 


zasonable Ruud, a co-captain, spoke for Cornhuskers on both sides of 
. the ball. “I just really feel horrible right now,” he said, “not the 
‘olorado’s way I wanted the season to go. It didn’t end the way we want- 


ed it to. It’s just rough right now.” 


OFFENSE 

Maurice Purify finished his Cornhusker 
career in style, catching 11 passes (a 
career best) for 136 yards and three touch- 
downs. He had more than 100 yards 
receiving for a third consecutive game, the 
first ever to do so at Nebraska, and the 11 
catches gave him 57 for the season, sec- 
ond to junior Marlon Lucky's 75 this sea- 
son on the school’s all-time single-season 
list. The only other player in school histo- 
ry to catch 50 or more 
passes in a season was 
1972 Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Johnny Rodgers (55 
and 53). Purify’s 814 receiv- 
ing yards this season rank 
third all-time. Rodgers has 
the top two totals. 

Lucky went over 1,000 
yards rushing for the sea- 
son, the 28th Cornhusker to do so, and he 
became the first in school history to reach 
1,000 receiving yards and 1,000 rushing 
yards in a Career. 

Junior quarterback Joe Ganz passed for 
484 yards, the second-highest total in 
school history. He also has the highest, 
510 yards against Kansas State. In three 
starts, Ganz produced three of the top five 
passing-yardage totals in Cornhusker his- 
tory. 


Maurice Purify 


DEFENSE 

Senior linebackers Steve Octavien and 
Corey McKeon did what 
they could to stop the 
Buffaloes. Octavien was 
credited with 12 tackles, 
including seven unassisted 
and two for losses, bring- 
ing his team-leading total 
to 15. He also finished as 
the team’s leading tackler, 
with 92. McKeon was cred- 
ited with 10 tackles in his final game at 
Nebraska. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Once again, Cortney Grixby was kept 
busy returning kickoffs — 
seven of Nebraska’s nine 
this time. With his 107 
yards, the senior from 
Omaha broke school and 
Big 12 single-season 
records with 1,094 yards. 
Former Cornhusker Josh 
Davis held the previous 
records with 994 yards in 


te 


Steve Octavien 


Cortney Grixby 
2002. 
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Game STATS 
| Sconme 


Nov. 23, 2007 
Folsom Field Boulder, Colo. 
Attendance 51,403 


1 2 3 a F 
Nebraska 14 21 0 16 51 
Colorado 7 7 20 21 65 
First Quarter 

NU CU 

CU Eberhart 25-yard Field Goal 12:49 0 3 
Drive: 6 plays 55 yds 1:08 

NU Ganz 28-yard Run (Henery Kick) 12:13 7 3 


Drive: 4 plays 67 yds 0:27 


CU Hawkins 5-yard Run (Eberhart Kick) 07:21 7 10 
Drive: 11 plays 74 yds 4:44 


CU Sprague 4-yard Run (Eberhart Kick) 02:38 7 17 
Drive: 6 plays 52 yds 2:49 


NU Lucky 2-yard Run (Henery Kick) 00:16 14.°=«217 
Drive: 5 plays 62 yds 2:16 


Second Quarter 
NU Ganz 8-yard Run (Henery Kick) 06:19 21 #17 
Drive: 9 plays 74 yds 3:11 


NU Purify Pass from Ganz 25-yards 
(Henery Kick) 03:04 28 #17 
Drive: 5 plays 66 yds 0:53 


CU DeVree Pass from Hawkins 11-yards 


(Eberhart Kick) 01:25 28 24 Swift oN 6 ee 8 8 8 
Drive: 6 plays 80 yds 1:39 NEBRASKA Thenarse 1 0 1 00 00 0 0 0 
RUSHING Titchener 1 0 1 0-0 0-0 O 0 0 
NU Pet Pass fi G. 16-yard: ; West 0 1 1 0-0 O00 O 0 0 
Geko 35 26 No: ‘Gain Lost: Net Ayg'TD: La! wilson 0 1 1 00 00 0 0 0 
Drive: 4 plays 71 yds 0:59 Lucky 12 69 0 69 58 1 27 
Ganz 6 46 9 3; 62 2 °28 
Third Quarter Hardy 2 2 oO 20100 0 12 COLORADO 
CU Smith TD Interception 31-yards Total 20 135 9 126 63 3 28 
{Eberhart Kick) 10:26 35 31 RUSHING 
PASSING No Gain Lost Net Avg TD Lg 
CU Charles 9-yard Run (Eberhart Kick) 08:10 35 38 Att Comp % mt Yds TD Lg Charles 33 175 6 169 5.1 3 41 
Drive: 4 plays 33 yds 1:52 Ganz 58 31 «53.4 3 484 4 38 Sprague 6 48 0 48 8.0 1 #19 
Total 58 31 53.4 3 484 4 38 Ellis 4 35 1 34 85 1 «28 
CU Charles 1-yard Run (Kick Failed) 05:19 35 44 Hawkins 5 15 0 15 3.0 1 5 
Drive: 4 plays 25 yds 1:11 RECEIVING Smith 3 14 0 14 #47 #O 9 
No Yds TD Lg Team 1 0 3 3 30 0 O 
CU McKnight Pass fom Hovikine 10vaGte Cur. (4, 186 a 25 Total 52 287 10 277 5.3 6 41 
(Eberhart Kick) 14:32 35 51 rr 3 — 3 ae eee 
Drive: 10 plays 84 yds 4:43 Holt 2 49 0 25 Att Comp % Int Yds TD lg 
3 i : Peterson 2 46 1 30 Hawkins 29 7 58.6 0 241 2. 35 
” De per i" 2 moe See SE Swift 2 3200 «0 23 Total 29 #17 +586 O 241 2 35 
ce dale ain Hardy 1 "i oC 3 
5 Castille 1 7 0 7 RECEIVING 
NU Purify Pass from Ganz 9-yards 
(Lucky Pass from Ganz) 02:08 43 58 Total 31 484 4 38 No Yds TD Lg 
Drive: 10 plays 61 yds 2:02 DeVree 4 51 1 
PUNT RETURNS Robinson 1 35 0 35 
CU. Ellis 28-yard Run (Eberhart Kick) 01:23 43-65 ; No Yds TD tg Celestine 3 34 0 23 
Drive: 5 plays 37 yds 0:45 Grixby 1 14 0 14 McKnight 3 34 1 16 
Total 1 14 0 14 Charles 1 33 0 33 
NU Purify Pass from Ganz 4-yards Sprague 1 22 0 22 
(Hill Pass from Ganz) 00:26 51 65 KICKOFF Re te ae ; * 4 1 : 
Drive: 5 pl. 65 yds 0:52 eer 
hese banter Nee Grixby 7 107 0 24 Williams 1 4 0 4 
Jones 2 56 o 29 Total 17 241 2 35 
Teafatiller 2 16 tt) 14 
Total 11. «179 ° 29 
Total First Downs 28 26 PUNTING McBride 3 29 0 16 
Rushing 7 13 No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+ In20 Barrett 1 7 0 0 
reeks + G Tithener 4 440 48 1 0 0 =O 2 Dizon 0 5 0 5 
Te 1 h 0 0 0 0 
Rushing Attempts 20 52 qeaut 5 or 4 48 . oe Oo 8 2 Total 4 51 Oo; 16 
Yards Gained Rushing 135 287 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yards Lost Rushing 9 10 DEFENSE No Yds TD ig 
eopdbadboedbina sored bn pl Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR Charles 5 125 0 32 
Baapes Nterretedd is a Octavien 7 5 12 22 00 0 0 0 Total 5 125 o 32 
Passes Completed 31 17 McKeon 7 3 10 00 00 0 oo 
Had Intercepted 3 0 Murillo 7 1 8 0-0 0-0 O 0 0 PUNTING 
Percent Completion 53.4% 58.6% Ruud 6 2 8 00 00 1 9 0 No Avg lg Bik TB FC 50+In 20 
Yards per Attempt 8 3 8 3 Asante 5 2 Cd 0-0 00 O 0 0 DiLallo 5 396 48 0 0 1 0 2 
Yards per Completion 15.6 14.2 Eisenhart s; 3S 7 O00) OF € 2 6 Total 5396 48 0 0 14 O 2 
Total Offensive Plays 78 81 Blue & 0 & G8 oC 2 8 0 
Total Net Yards 610 518 Green 3 2 5 0-0 00 1 0 0 FIELD GOALS 
Avg. Gain Per Play 78 64 Suh 4 1 5 00 00 2 0 0 Made Att Lg Blkd 
Fumbles: No-Lost 3.0 0-0 Turner 2 2 © O60: 008 0 6 06 Eberhart 1 1 25 0 
Penalties: No-Yards 10-57 7-65 Dillard 2 1 3 00 00 0 O 0 Total 1 1 25 o 
Punts: No-Yards 5-176 5-198 Grixby Ss; : & 0) 00 0 6 O 
‘Avg: Par Punt 36.2 29.6 Wortman 2, 1 8 00 Oo 0 G @ DEFENSE LEADERS 
Avg. Net Punt 25.0 36.8 Barfield 0 2 2 0-0 00 O 0 0 Solo Ast Tot TFL Sack PD FF FR 
Punt Returns: No-Yards 1-14 4-51 Bowman 2 0 2 12 00 0 O 0 Dizon 4 #%4 1 #00 00 1 O 0 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards 11-179 5-125 Potter 1 1 2 00 00 0 0 0 Walters 5 2 7 00 00 1 #71 0 
Interception Returns: No-Yards 0-0 3-114 Allen 1 0 14 #+142 400 0 0 0 Brown 4 1 5 00 00 3 0 0 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 0-0 0-0 Culbert 1 0 1 06 00 0 0 0 Smart 4 1 5 00 00 1 O 0 
Possession Time 26:03 33:57 Dixon o 1 1 00 00 0 0 0 Dykes 4 0 4 00 00 0 O 0 
Third-Down Conversions 2-11 10-16 Erickson 1 0 1 00 00 O 0 0 Jones 3 1 4 15 #15 0 0 Oo 
Percentage 18.2% 62.5% Hickman 1 0 1 060 00 0 0 0 Barrett 2 1 3 #14 00 0 0 0 
Fourth-Down Conversions 2-3 0-0 Lucky 0 1 1 00 00 O 0 0 Harris 3 0 3 00 O00 1 0.60 
Percentage 66.7% 0.0% O'Leary 1 0 1 0-0 00 O 0.0 Nabors 2 1 3 0-0 00 O o 0 
Sacks By: No-Yards 0-0 15 Steinkuhler 1 o 1 #41 00 0 00 Vaiomounga 2 1 3 00 00 0 O00 
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Lucky, Marlon 
Castille, Quentin 
Helu, Roy 

Ganz, Joe 
Glenn, Cody 
Hardy, Frantz 
Culbert, Major 
Purify, Maurice 
Nunn, Terrence 
Keller, Sam 


Keller, Sam 
Ganz, Joe 
Lucky, Marlon 
Davis, Beau 


Purify, Maurice 
Lucky, Marlon 
Swift, Nate 
Nunn, Terrence 
Peterson, Todd 
Hardy, Frantz 
Hill, Sean 

Holt, Menelik 
Erickson, Dan 
Glenn, Cody 
Helu, Roy 
Teafatiller, Hunter 
Castille, Quentin 
Sand, Andy 
MeNeill, Mike 
Phillips, J.B. 
Young, Dreu 
Lawson, Thomas 
Paul, Niles 
Brooks, Chris 


Jones, Andre 
Grixby, Cortney 
Swift, Nate 
Nunn, Terrence 


NoGain Lost Net Avg TD 
206 1057 38 1019 49 9 
76 347 4 343 45 4 
45 212 3 209 46 0 
20 124 31 93 47 3 
27 «87 GiB 29a 
3 39 0 39 13.0 0 
mw «5 0 35 7.0 1 
2, 16 0 15:557.5. 30 
3 4 14 -10 -3.3 0 
25 19 97 -78 -3.1 O 
PASSING 
AttComp %int Yds TD 
325 205 63.1 10 2422 14 
152 89 58.6 7 1435 16 
2 1 50.0 0 20 1 
1 1 100.0 0 9° 50 
RECEIVING 
G No Yds Avg TD 


11 57 +814 14.3 
12 75 705 9.4 
12 36 520 14.4 
12 35 452 12.9 
12 18 359 19.9 


9 

3 

3 

1 

5 

12 15 305 20.3 3 
12 18 288 16.0 3 
9 oa 97 24.2 0 
12 8 77 9.6 0 
5 6 52 8.7 0 
7 5 40 8.0 ) 
10 4 34 8.5 0 
12 3 33 11.0 0 
12 3 31 10.3 0 
7 1 25 25.0 0 
12 2 19 9.5 1 
8 1 14 14.0 0 
10 3 11 3.7 3 
1 0 

1 ts) 


PUNT RETURNS 


G No Yds Avg TD 
11 6 83 13.8 0 
12 8 50 6.2 0 
12 2 6 3.0 0 
12 1 U) 0.0 0 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Grixby, Cortney 
Jones, Andre 
Hardy, Frantz 
Teafatiller, Hunter 
Lucky, Marlon 
Hill, Sean 
McNeill, Mike 
Paul, Niles 
Asante, Larry 


Titchener, Dan 
Henery, Alex 


G 
12 
12 


G No Yds Avg TD 
12 45 1094 24.3 1 
11 17 «(373 21.9 0 
12 2 48 24.0 0 
10 4 37 9.2 0 
12 1 19 19.0 0 
12 1 17 17.0 0 
7 1 9 9.0 0 
7 1 8 8.0 0 
12 1 7 7.0 0 
PUNTING 


lg Yd/G 
41 84.9 
23 «28.6 
24 29.9 
28 «15.5 
20 «15.6 
19 3.2 
17 3.5 
8 1.4 
4 -0.8 
4 8.7 
Lg YD/G 
73 269.1 
62 239.2 
20 17 

9 9.0 
lg Yd/G 
60 74.0 
62 58.8 
35 43.3 
30 37.7 
44 29.9 
60 25.4 
73. «24.0 
35 «10.8 
19 6.4 
19 10.4 
21 5.7 
13 3.4 
15 2.8 
15 2.6 
25 3.6 
13 1.6 
14 1.8 
6 1.1 
6 0.9 
4 4.0 
Lg Yd/G 
43 7.5 
16 4.2 
6 0.5 
9 0.0 
Lg Yd/G 
94 91.2 
31 (33.9. 
29 4.0 
14 3.7 
19 1.6 
17 1.4 
9 1.3 
8 1.1 
7 0.6 


No Avg Lg Bik TB FC 50+In 20 


49 41.3 52 1 


3 14 
1 32:0 32 Om 0c (0 


2 16 
0 1 


FIELD GOALS 
G Att Made Lg Bikd 
Henery, Alex 12 8 8 39 0 
Kunalic, Adi 12 1 1 46 0 


DEFENSE LEADERS 


GTack Ast Tot TFLSack PD FF FR 
Octavien, Steve 12 56 36 92 10-52 19 3 0 0 
Asante, Larry 12 40 38 #78 OO 00 4 #1 0 
McKeon, Corey 12, 34 39 73 619 18 6 O 1 
Murillo, Armando 12 43 28 71 1-4 02 7 #0 0 
Green, Tierre 12 24 30 54 1-14 1-14 4 0 0 
Ruud, Bo 1) $285 26 (64 =3-9 0-0) 3: 2 0 
Brandenburgh,L 9 37 14 51 0-0 0:0 0 O 0 
Potter, Zach 12, 26: 49 45 9-23 210 1 1 1 
Eisenhart, Ben 12© 23: 18. -47 70-0 0-0; :0} 0 0 
Dillard, Phillip W222) 46. 3% 20-10-02 72a 0, 0 
Suh, Ndamukong 12 22 12 34 6-29 16 2 0O 1 
Bowman, Zackary 11 22 tan 29 12 00 6 O 0 
Turner, Barry 12-12% AT (629 «2-34 233° 2° 0 0 
Thenarse, Rickey 12 18 10 28 0-0 00 0 2 0 
Grixby, Cortney 12 19 B) 27" 1-1 10-0) 275 0 0 
Dixon, Kevin 11 11 8 19 2-11 0-0 O 0 0 
Blue, Anthony 12 0L7 8 18= 80-0) 10-0281) 10 0 
Wilson, Bryan 12 10 7 #7 00 00 0 O 0 
Allen, Pierre 11 7 9 16 26 00 1 0 0 
Barfield, Shukree 12 7 8 15> 1-1 10:0" °0; 10 0 
Jones, Andre 11 GF (6) 445 153) 1G-02 52-6 0 
Steinkuhler, Ty 11 7 6 13 4-12 0-0 0O 1 0 
Culbert, Major 10 5 4 9 0-0 00 0 0 0 
Wortman, Tyler 9 4 5 9 2-10 0-0 0 0 0 
Erickson, Dan 12 4 3 7 0-0 00 0 O 0 
Poulosky, Andy 10 4 3 7 1-4 13 O 0 0 
Sievers, Clayton 11 3 4 7 00 00 O O 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total First Downs 292 299 
Rushing 89 138 
Passing 184 142 
Penalty 19 19 
Total Net Yards 5619 5722 
Total Plays 898 941 
Yards Per Play 6.3 6.1 
Yards Per Game 468.2 476.8 
Rushing Attempts-Yards 417-1733 532-2786 


Yards Per Attempt 4.2 5.2 


Yards Per Game 144.4 232.2 
Pass Att.-Comp.-int. 481-296-17 409-236-8 
Passing Yards 3886 2936 


Yards Per Completion 13.1 12.4 


Yards Per Game 323.8 244.7 
Punting: No.-Avg. 51-40.3 53-40.7 
Fumbles-Lost 19-11 15-3 
Penalties-Yards 77-589 73-597 
Sacks By-Yds. Lost 13-94 18-115 
Third-Down Conversions 73-171 91-181 

Conversion Pct. 14-22 8-12 
Fourth-Down Conversions 14-22 8-12 
Conversion Pct. 63.6 66.7 
Avg. Time Of Possession 29:15 30:45 
Scoring 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT 
Nebraska 76 123 87 115 0 401 
Opponents 101 119 131 104 0 455 


NU cornerback Cortney Grixby tries to 
take down Colorado tailback Hugh Charles. 


orth 


Missouri 
Kansas 
Colorado 
Kansas State 
Nebraska 
lowa State 
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Oklahoma 
Texas 

Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 
Oklahoma State 
Baylor 


Onppuos 


Saturday, Nov. 17 
Missouri 49, Kansas State 32 


Kansas 45, lowa State 7 


Oklahoma State 45, Baylor 14 
Texas Tech 34, Oklahoma 27 


Friday, Nov. 23 


Colorado 65, Nebraska 51 
Texas A&M 38, Texas 30 


Saturday, Nov. 24 


Missouri 36, Kansas 28 


Aono oF 


OrFEWNE 


Oklahoma 49, Oklahoma State 17 
Fresno State 45, Kansas State 29 


Saturday, Dec. 1 


OrAN ODO oF 


OOnrwnr 


Big 12 Championship, San Antonio 


Missouri vs. Oklahoma 


April 19 Red-White Spring Game 
Sept. 6 San Jose State 
Sept. 13 New Mexico State 
Sept. 20 Virginia Tech 
Sept. 27 Western Michigan 
Oct. 4 Missouri 

Oct. 11 @Texas Tech 

Oct. 18 @lowa State 

Oct. 25 Baylor 

Nov. 1 @Oklahoma 

Nov. 8 Kansas 

Nov. 15 @Kansas State 


Nov. 28-29 Colorado 
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RECRUITING 


Some still 
waiting to see 
what happens 

with Huskers 
By Rick Shaw 


ver the past few weeks, 
the Nebraska football 
recruiting efforts have 
been at a_ standstill. 
Several prospects have taken a “wait 
and see approach,” wanting to first 
find out the fate of the current Husker 


Trevor Robinson Kyler Reed 


coaches before scheduling a visit to 
Lincoln or pulling the trigger on a 
commitment. 

Now, with the understanding that 
a new head coach will lead Nebraska 
in 2008, some prospects are better 
equipped to make some decisions 


regarding their college futures. 
Others, however, are still waiting for 
a new coach to be announced in 
Lincoln before making a determina- 
tion of where the Huskers fit into 
their plans. 

Whereas some questions were 
answered with the dismissal of Bill 
Callahan as head coach at Nebraska, 
many recruiting questions _ still 
abound. 

One question that NU recruiting 
fans have been debating for several 
months involves the pursuit of blue- 
chip offensive line prospect Trevor 
Robinson. The 6-foot-6, 305-pound 
athlete out of Elkhorn High School in 
Omaha, Neb., was once committed to 
the Huskers, but over the last four 


NEBRASKA COMMITMENTS For 2008 


Hometown (School) 

Bonne Terre, Mo. (North County) 
Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 

Denver, Colo. (J.K. Mullen) 

Marrero La. (John Ehret) 

Omaha, Neb. (Burke/North Dakota State 
College of Science) 

Glendora, Calif. (Citrus CC) 

San Francisco, Calif. (City College of SF) 
Harlan, lowa 


Pos. 
LB 
LB 
OL 
DE 
OL 


Player 

Will Compton 
Sean Fisher 
Bryce Givens 
Eric Harper 
Ricky Henry 


TE 
WR 
OL 


Tyson Hetzer 
Adrian Hilburn 
Dan Hoch 


DB 
DE 
ATH 
DE 
LB 
RB 
ATH 
DE 
LB 
OL 
OL 
DT 


Mesa, Ariz. 

Hawthorne, Calif. (El Camino CC) 
Crete, Neb. 

Santa Ana, Calif. (Mater Dei) 

Costa Mesa, Calif. (Orange Coast CC) 
Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 

Overland Park, Kan. (St. Thomas Aquinas) 
Parkston, S.D. 

Columbus, Ohio (McKinley) 

Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest) 

The Woodlands, Texas 

San Jose, Calif. (Foothill College) 
Port Arthur, Texas (Memorial) 
Denton, Texas (Ryan) 


Keelan Johnson 
Simi Kuli 

John Levorson 
Cameron Meredith 
Shaun Mohler 
Collins Okafor 
Kyler Reed 

Riley Reiff 

Doug Rippy 

Baker Steinkuhler 
Brandon Thompson 
Joseph Townsend 
David Whitmore 
Josh Williams 
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months, he has been considering both 
Notre Dame and Michigan, in addi- 
tion to NU. 

What kind of effect will Callahan’s 
departure from Nebraska have on 
Robinson's decision? 

Robinson, rated the nation’s No. 3 
guard and No. 97 prospect overall by 
Rivals.com, was a frequent guest at 
many of Nebraska’s home football 
games this fall. However, he also 
attended contests at both Notre Dame 
and Michigan. All three schools seem 
to be doing everything they can to 
land the high school all-American. 

“It’s still the same,” Robinson said 
about the favorites. “I mean, I’m look- 
ing at the positives of all three 
schools. If there were a perfect choice, 
I would have made it already. 

“Being close to home isn’t really as 
much of a factor as I used to look at, 
but I’m still looking at that, so that’s a 
positive for Nebraska. I kind of want 
to see what plays out in Lincoln and if 
anything comes out of that.” 

Another question that will contin- 
ue to loom between now and Signing 
Day in February is how many more 
commitments Nebraska will lose 
because of the coaching change? 

NU’s current pledges established 
strong relationships, over a course of 
many weeks, with Callahan and his 
assistants. They’ll likely have less 
than 60 days to build a similar rap- 
port with any new hires. 

In addition, the current class was 
lured to Lincoln, in part, by the prom- 
ise to play in a pro-style, West Coast 
offense. The offensive philosophy 
going forward in Lincoln won’t be 
determined until a new head coach is 
named. 

“If there is a staff change there, I 
don’t know what kind of offense 
Nebraska will run,” current Nebraska 
receiver /tight end recruit Kyler Reed 
said. “I don’t really want to be a 
receiver or tight end in an option- 
style offense. I know that may sound 
selfish, but I’m just being honest.” 

With that said, the 6-3, 204-pound 
athlete out of St. Thomas High School 
in Overland Park, Kan., said he'd still 
like to play his college football in 
Lincoln. 

“I’m just waiting until after the 
season to find out what's going to 
happen there,” Reed said. “The only 
two reasons I would switch my com- 
mitment are if I don’t get along well 


RECRUITING NOTES 


A Quarterback 
Replacement? 


By Sean Stevens 


arly in the 2007 recruiting season — in May to be exact — Blaine 

Gabbert (6-foot-5, 229 pounds) gave an oral commitment to then-head 

coach Bill Callahan and Nebraska. Gabbert was expected to be among 

the top prospects nationally at quarterback and went on to prove him- 

self by taking home “Top Gun” honors at the prestigious Elite 11 
Quarterback Academy in late July. 

At the beginning of August, Rivals.com awarded Gabbert its prestigious five- 
star status, and things looked to be in great shape for the Huskers. Gabbert was 
instrumental in recruiting prospects such as Jonas Gray and Will Compton to 
commit to Nebraska. 

Then the season unfolded differently than expected, and uncertainty reigned 
regarding the Husker coaching staff. In late October, Gabbert de-committed 
from Nebraska, and within two weeks, he had switched his loyalties to confer- 
ence rival Missouri. 


The loss of Gabbert leaves the Husker staff in a tough 
spot. Despite having seniors Joe Ganz and Beau Davis 
along with sophomore Zac Lee and freshman Patrick Witt 


coming back in 2008, it’s always important to include at 
least one quarterback in a recruiting class in case of injury 
or early departure from the program. 

Of course, November is very late to start recruiting quar- 
terbacks, but Nebraska may have found a hidden gem in 
Keokuk, Iowa, prospect James Vandenberg (6-2, 176). The 
No. 8-ranked player in the Hawkeye State, according to 
Rivals.com, Vandenberg broke state records for yardage 
and touchdowns while throwing for 3,729 yards and 49 
touchdowns as a senior, against only seven interceptions. 
He also holds the Iowa career records for passing yards (7,701) and touchdown 
passes (93) and led Keokuk to a state championship in class 3A. 

Vandenberg attended Nebraska’s quarterback academy in 2006, and from 
that knowledge and evaluation of his senior film, the Husker coaching staff 
extended a written scholarship offer in mid-November. 

“I attended their quarterback academy after my sophomore year,” 
Vandenberg said of the Huskers. “That’s when they first started noticing me. 
That’s when I understood how Nebraska was. Their facilities are the best, and 
they get the best athletes in the nation. It was just really exciting to get an offer 
from them.” 

The Nebraska offer was followed quickly by an offer from the home-state 
Hawkeyes. 

“(Iowa) Coach (Kirk) Ferentz said they’ve been watching me all year and 
kind of had this in mind, but some other bigger-name kids were kind of flirting 
with them, and then they just decided to go ahead and offer about two weeks 
ago,” Vandenberg said. “He said they had made the decision, but they really 
wanted to wait until after the playoffs to avoid any distractions.” 

After a slow start to his senior year recruiting-wise, Vandenberg will now 
make his college choice from at least two Division I programs. 

“Now that we won the state championship, I’m definitely going to start con- 
centrating on my future,” he said. “I plan on taking official visits to Nebraska 
and Iowa next month, but they haven’t been scheduled yet.” Mf 


James Vandenberg 
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with the new coach or if I didn’t like 
his offensive philosophy.” 

_ Though Reed is likely to stick with 
the Huskers, there are a number of 
prospects currently on the fence about 
honoring their earlier pledges to 
Nebraska. 

The Huskers have lost four 
pledges over the last two months and 
will likely lose, at least, a few more 
before Signing Day. Linebackers Will 
Compton and Shaun Mohler, offen- 
sive lineman Bryce Givens, tight end 
Tyson Hetzer, defensive back Keelan 
Johnson and defensive end Josh 
Williams all plan to take additional 
official visits, outside of Nebraska. 

“When I committed to Nebraska, 
the program was on the rise, and 
everything seemed great,” Williams 
said. “This season, things kind of 
blew up. I don’t know if that 
(Nebraska) would be a place I’d want 
to go with a new coach coming in. I 
don’t even know if I'd be a necessity 
in the plans of the new coaches.” 

With the likely departure of a few 
more recruits from the Husker com- 
mit list, the new coaches will need to 
do some quick rebuilding of the 


Husker class of 2008. What new 
prospects might pop up on the 
Nebraska radar between now and 
early February? 

The Nebraska Class A state cham- 
pion Omaha Central Eagles may have 
a trio of athletes that may get long, 
hard looks from the Huskers. Twin 
brother defensive back prospects 
Shaun (5-10, 160-pounds) and Shane 
Prater (6-0, 160-pounds) are regarded 
by Rivals.com as two of the top ten 
players in the state. Running 
back/athlete Ronnell Grixby (5-9, 195- 
pounds) also had an impressive sen- 
ior season on the field. 

Shaun Prater is currently commit- 
ted to Iowa, choosing the Hawkeyes 
over scholarship offers from Iowa 
State and Ohio. Shane Prater holds a 
scholarship offer from Air Force and 
continues to hear from a number of 
other programs, including Nebraska. 
Grixby, the brother of Husker defen- 
sive back Cortney Grixby, once held a 
scholarship offer from Nebraska, but 
it was pulled by Callahan and his staff 
before the start of the 2007 season. 

Another question that Nebraska 
hopes to get answered before Signing 


Day revolves around its recruitment 
of interior defensive line prospects. 
Can the Huskers sign another junior 
college prospect or two at defensive 
tackle who can help provide immedi- 
ate assistance in 2008? 

The Huskers secured the commit- 
ment of the nation’s No. 1 junior col- 
lege recruit in defensive end Simi Kuli 
back in late October. They hope to 
land Justin Thompson, Kuli’s team- 
mate at El Camino Community 
College in Torrance, Calif., before all 
is said and done. 

Thompson, a 6-5, 280-pound 
defensive tackle, could provide 
immediate impact. The Huskers con- 
tinue to battle California, LSU, 
Oregon and Oregon State for the sig- 
nature of the defensive standout rated 
the No. 5 junior college player in the 
country by Rivals. 

The fact that Nebraska already 
holds the pledge of his friend and 
teammate Kuli can do nothing but 
help NU’s chances. 


For more daily recruiting informatio 
visit huskersillustrated.com, a member 
of the Rivals.com network. 
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The Real Jay-R 


Strowbridge isn’t 100 
percent, but he’s closer 
than he was last year 


Stories by Mike Babcock 


pparently, Nebraska basketball fans didn’t see 

the real Jay-R Strowbridge last season. And 

neither did coach Doc Sadler. “Jay-R com- 

plained a lot and had some problems with his 

- knee last year, but I didn’t realize, maybe, to 

(what) extent,” Sadler said prior to the start of practice in 
mid-October. 

“He’s probably been one of the biggest surprises with his 
quickness and stuff this year, in the couple of weeks we’ve 
had individual workouts. So it’s going to be interesting (to 
see how he does).” 

A year ago, Strowbridge suffered from knee tendonitis, a 
problem that began not long after the start of preseason con- 
ditioning. As the season progressed, the problem got worse, 
to the point that “we were talking about surgery,” said 
Strowbridge, a sophomore guard from Ardmore, Ala. 

He made it through the season, however, and after regu- 
lar treatment and taking time off — he missed postseason 
conditioning — the problem subsided. By the time he 
returned in the late summer, after a month at home, the 
“pain was basically gone,” he said. He was healthy and 
ready to go. 

Then, not long after practice began, during a drill, he 
went for a rebound and came down on a teammate’s foot. 
An ankle “went to the right too far,” said Strowbridge. 

He went off the court, got the ankle wrapped tight and 
finished practice. When it was over, he unwrapped the 
ankle, which immediately swelled. “It just blew up,” he 
said. 

Strowbridge missed a couple of practices because of the 
sore ankle. He couldn't put any pressure on it, otherwise he 
would have at least tried to return. He was impatient to get 
back. 

Turns out he came back too soon, anyway. His first prac- 
tice back, he injured his heel. 

For a time, he walked with crutches and “basically lived 
in the treatment room,” he said. “I was kind of depressed. I 
wanted to be back out there. My teammates just encouraged 
me, told me to take my time and get better; the same with 
the coaches. They told me it was going to take time to recov- 
er” 

His focus was not allowing the injury problems to affect 
his confidence. 

“| tried to basically humble myself,” Strowbridge said. “T 
was praying. Things have a reason. Maybe God was trying 
to make sure I take care of myself even better than I did last 


| [SNe 


Sophomore guard Jay-R Strowbridge was in the starting line- 
up for the season-opener and finished with 12 points. 


year.” 

Still, “when I came back, I was going to give it my all,” 
he said. 

Strowbridge missed the first exhibition game against 
Nebraska Wesleyan. But he played 13 minutes off the bench 
in the second against Wayne State and was in the starting 
lineup for the season-opener, scoring 12 points in 27 min- 
utes of a 67-52 victory against Presbyterian. 

“I’m not sure he’s healthy yet,” said Sadler. “You can see 
him limping.” 

Strowbridge was a late addition to the 2006 recruiting 
class, committing to Nebraska in May after originally sign- 
ing a letter of intent with Murray State in the fall of 2005. 

He was released from the letter of intent as a result of a 
coaching change. 
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(HOME GAMES AT DEVANEY CENTER, 
UNLESS NOTED) 


Nov. 2 *Nebraska Wesleyan W 70-50 
Nov. 6 *Wayne State W 74-51 
Nov. 10 Presbyterian College W 67-52 
Nov. 17 Alabama A&M W 59-42 
Nov. 20 Norfolk State W 83-48 
Nov. 24 @Creighton L 74-62 
Nov. 26 IPFW W 79-62 
Dec. 2 Arizona State (ESPNU) 
Dec. 5 @Western Kentucky 

(FSN Midwest) 
Dec. 9 Rutgers FSN Midwest) 
Dec. 11 Savannah State 
Dec. 15 Oregon (Qwest Center, Omaha) 
Dec. 22 North Carolina Central 
Dec. 29 Alcorn State 
Jan. 4 Maryland-Eastern Shore 
Jan. 12 Kansas (ESPN) 
Jan. 15 @Colorado (FSN Midwest) 
Jan. 19 Baylor (ESPN+) 
Jan. 26 @kKansas (ESPN+) 
Jan. 30 @Missouri (FSN Midwest) 
Feb. 2 lowa State (ESPN+) 
Feb. 6 @Kansas State (FSN Midwest) 
Feb. 9 Texas Tech (ESPN+) 
Feb. 13 Missouri 
Feb. 16 @lowa State (ESPN+) 
Feb. 20 Kansas State (ESPN2) 
Feb. 23 @Texas A&M (ESPN+) 
Feb. 27 Oklahoma 
Mar. 1 @Oklahoma State (ESPN+) 
Mar. 4 @Texas (FSN Midwest) 
Mar. 9 Colorado (FSN Midwest) 


Mar. 13-16 Big 12 Championship, 
Kansas City (ESPN+) 
*Exhibition 


Despite the tendonitis, he started 13 
games and backed up iron man 
Charles Richardson at point guard. He 
led the team in 3-point shooting per- 
centage at .463 (25-of-54), the best in 
Cornhusker history for a freshman and 
the third-best overall, with a minimum 
of 25 3-point shots made. 

He also was an effective defender, 
his best effort coming in a 66-61 victo- 
ry at Missouri in which he limited the 
Tigers’ Stefhon Hannah to six points, 
nearly 10 below his average. 

Sadler emphasizes defense, of 
course, so that has become a priority 
for Strowbridge. His defensive intensi- 
ty isn’t where it needs to be, he said. 
But “I feel it’s getting there. 

“T learn stuff every day, from watch- 
ing tape, seeing my weaknesses.” 

As for point guard or shooting 
guard, “to be honest, I’ll play both. It 
really doesn’t matter; whatever Coach 
needs me to do,” said Strowbridge. 
“T’ll be a leader on and off the court. I 
just want to be a major factor on the 
team, by defensive intensity and hit- 
ting the open shot.” 

Despite eight newcomers, Sadler’s 
second team has developed good 
chemistry, according to Strowbridge. 
The process began in the summer, the 


first of three steps. 

Individuals become teammates, got 
to know each other. That had hap- 
pened by the time classes began. The 
second step is becoming a team, work- 
ing together. The third is achieving 
success. 

“We're in the second and _ third 
right now,” Strowbridge said. “We've 
got a great group of guys. We believe 
in each other, and we’re ready to do 
what a lot of people don’t think we 
can do.” 

Though he’s not 100 percent, he’s a 
lot closer now than he was at any 
point last season. And time is passing 
quickly. “Every day, I look at it like, 
‘Man, this is my second season,’ ” said 
Strowbridge. “I know I need to contin- 
ue to be aggressive, get better on the 
offensive end as well as the defensive 
end.” 

If he can get back to where he 
began practice in October, well... 

“I thought Jay-R really had come 
back in great condition to do what we 
wanted,” Sadler said. “A lot of his 
quickness was at a level I had not seen 
it at. But the injury kind of set him 
back a little bit.” 

Even so, “he'll be in the mix,” said 
Sadler. @ 


She Picked T= 


Child actress 
couldn’t imagine 
life without sports 


here’s no language barrier, of 

course. But sometimes 

there’s confusion, such as 

when the Nebraska women’s 
basketball team got stocking hats 
recently. 

“Oh, these ‘tuques’ are really nice,” 
Kaitlyn Burke said. 

Tuques, did she say? 

“Is that some Canadian lingo we 
don’t know about?” her teammates 
asked. 

Well, yes. “I think you guys call it a 
stocking hat,” she said. 

Or, for instance, when she refers to a 
bathroom as a washroom. 

“People look at me like I’m crazy,” 
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Basketball 


she said. 

The Husker freshman from North 
Vancouver, British Columbia, laughed. 

“Just words here and there,” said 
Burke. “It’s not that bad.” 

It’s a little like talking about her act- 
ing career, maybe. That'll make her 
laugh, too. 

She'll talk about it, but only if some- 
one asks. “It’s not something that 
comes up in conversation, so I don’t 
usually mention it,” she said. 

But you can understand why peo- 
ple would be excited to learn that you 
were in movies, right? 

“I guess,” she said, sounding 
unconvinced. 

Those who make movies are 
“everyday people, just like everyone 
else.” 

Maybe so, but it’s not every day 
that an actor turns to athletics. Usually 
it’s the other way. 
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(HOME GAMES AT DEVANEY CENTER) 


Nov. 1 *Nebraska-Kearney W 62-48 
Nov. 5 *Nebraska-Omaha W 78-50 
Nov. 9 UTEP W 81-74 
Nov. 11 Mississippi W 80-59 
Nov. 17 Florida, W 90-63 
Nov. 23 **Marist L 66-59 
Nov. 24 **Utah L 56-44 
Nov. 25 ** Akron W 75-47 
Nov. 30 Creighton 
Dec. 2 Robert Morris 
Dec. 8 USC 
Dec. 13 @Cal State Bakersfield 
Dec. 15 @Long Beach State 
Dec. 22 @Ohio State 
Dec. 30 Denver 
Jan. 2 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Jan. 9 Texas 
Jan, 12 Kansas (FSN) 
Jan. 16 @Oklahoma (Sooner Network) 
Jan. 19 @lowa State 
Jan. 23 Texas A&M (FSN Midwest) 
Jan, 26 @Baylor 
Jan. 30 Kansas State 
Feb. 3 @Missouri (FSN) 
Feb. 6 @Colorado (FSNRM) 
Feb. 10 Oklahoma State (ESPN2) 
Feb. 17 @Kansas (ESPN360/Sunflower) 
Feb. 21 Missouri (FSN Midwest) 
Feb, 24 @Texas Tech 
Feb. 27 @Kansas State (FSN Midwest) 
Mar. 2 Colorado 
Mar. 5 lowa State 
Mar. 11-15 Big 12 Championship, 

Kansas City 
*Exhibition 


**Oahu Classic 


Technically, that was the order for Burke, too. She began 
playing soccer when she was in the first grade, or when she 
was finishing kindergarten, maybe. She’s not for sure. 

But she was acting in the second grade, and not just in a 
holiday play at school. 

The edited version of the story is this. She and an older 
sister, Chantelle, were dance students, and a talent agency 
sent representatives to the dance studio. Through the 
agency, Chantelle began doing television commercials. And 
Kaitlyn wanted to do the same as her big sister. 

Her opportunity to do commercials — for dolls and 
breakfast cereal — led to an opportunity to do movies, the 
first with Henry Winkler in National Lampoon’s “Dad’s 
Week Off.” 

She played the role of the daughter of Winkler’s charac- 
ter. 

Over the next couple of years, she did several others, 
with roles of varying import, including “Ms. Bear” and 
“Bear With Me,” in which her character, the main child in 
the movie, was Emily Bradley. 

Her photo, along with that of the bear, 
is on the DVD case for “Bear With Me.” 

Part of the audition for the role in the 
first of the two, “Ms. Bear,” involved see- 
ing how she and the two others who 
made it through the callbacks was inter- 
acting with a bear. 

“We went to a farm. It was really 
cool,” said Burke. 

During filming, she had a tutor on the 
set (because she missed school). She had 
her own dressing room. And though 
filming was in British Columbia, she 
stayed in a hotel. 

It was heady stuff for a pre-teen. Or at 
least it could have been. 

“My parents reminded me I was just like everyone else,” 
she said. 

She enjoyed the experience. But she enjoyed athletics, 
too. And as she got older, if 12 qualifies, acting began con- 
flicting with athletics. She would have to choose between 
missing auditions and missing tournaments. “It wasn’t 
really fair to either side,” Burke said. 

“It wasn’t fair to my teammates and coaches. It wasn’t 
fair to my agent. So I had to choose between acting and 
sports. I couldn’t imagine my life without sports. I just 
loved it too much.” 

And, by that time, she loved basketball more than any 
other sport. She also played volleyball and ran cross coun- 
try and distances on the track team in high school. But she 
picked basketball, in part because she wanted to be like a 
big sister, in this case Ashley — who played basketball at 
Gonzaga. 

Her brother Sean plays basketball at Simon Fraser 
University. 

“I just love the game. I love the team atmosphere, espe- 
cially here,” said Kaitlyn, a 5-foot-7 guard. “The coaches are 
amazing. The team chemistry is fantastic, and the game 
itself, it’s so much fun to play, to work your hardest, to give 
it your all and leave it all on the court.” 

The Nebraska media guide describes her as “the most 
decorated player” in the 2007 recruiting class. And a check 
of her resume underscores the basis for such a description. 

She played on the Canadian Junior National Team for 
two years and the Canadian Cadet National Team for one. 
She was the captain of the British Columbia Provincial 


Kaitlyn Burke's 
photo is on the 
case for “Bear 
With Me.” 
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Freshman guard Kaitlyn Burke scored nine points in 


Nebraska’s 80-59 victory over Mississippi. 


Team from 2003 to 2006. She was the MVP of the Canadian 
Under-17 National Championships in 2006. And she was 
among the first players to attend Canada’s National Elite 
Development Academy in Hamilton, Ontario. 

She didn’t come to Lincoln in the summer to begin 
preparing for her freshman season because she was gaining 
international experience, playing for the Canadian Under- 
19 National Team at the FIBA Women’s World 
Championships in Bratislava, Slovakia, in July and August. 

Even so, when she did arrive, “everyone was just so 
helpful and friendly,” she said. “I know I can count on 
them. If I need anything, I can call them. I know they'll be 
there for me. 

“Everyone embraced all the freshmen with open arms.” 

Burke’s long-range goal is to play for the Canadian 
National Team following former Husker Chelsea Aubry, 
who finished her career at Nebraska last season. 

Aubry paved the way for her here, except for tuques and 
washrooms. But there was no frame of reference for her 
movie star background, a description that is certain to elic- 
it a smile if not a laugh. 

Sure, she has watched the movies, countless times. But 
“it’s not like I’m, ‘Oh, let’s go watch,’ ” she said. “With my 
teammates, that’s the only time I'll watch. 

“Last year, one of my teammates was watching. She 
looked at the TV then she looked at me. Then she looked 
back at the TV.” 

People can’t help it. Movies make those who are in them 
special. 

“| don’t know,” Burke said. It’s because they’re put ona 


pedestal.” i 


SU GIoU.OUH 


Short match 
leaves plenty 
of time to 
honor seniors 


By Bob Hamar 


he 104th straight sell- 

out crowd at the NU 

Coliseum said so long 

to a unique senior class 

Nov. 24 in the regular 

season finale against 
Texas Tech. 

The match was the quickest of the 
season in just 1 hour and 11 minutes. 
The post-match festivities lasted just 
as long with the presentation of the 
Big 12 championship trophy by inter- 
im athletic director Tom Osborne, pre- 
sentations to all the seniors and a long 
autograph session with the fans. 

There were tears, hugs and smiles 
from seniors Sarah Pavan, Christina 
Houghtelling, Tracy Stalls and Maggie 
Griffin. 

“This was like a great culmination 
of the past four years,” Pavan said. 
“It's just a great group of girls I got to 
go through it all with. We’re so differ- 
ent in so many ways. I think that’s 
what makes us so great together. 

“I’m just really happy I could have 
three friends like that with me my 
whole time here. I just feel so lucky.” 

It took public address announcer 
Steve Johnsen several minutes to read 
all the honors the players have accu- 
mulated over the past four seasons. 
No class in NCAA volleyball history 
has produced two players of the year. 
Houghtelling won in 2005 and Pavan 
in 2006. 

Since dropping their first match at 
home to Florida A&M to open the 
2004 season, the Huskers won 70 
straight heading into the NCAA 
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“Nebraska seniors Maggie Griffin (from left), Sarah Pavan, Christina Houghtelling and 
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Tracy Stalls hold the Big 12 championship trophy. 


Tournament. 

Pavan, who is the school’s all-time 
leader in kills, and Stalls, who set a 
school record with 13 kills in 13 swings 
against Texas Tech, are the only true 
members of the 2004 recruiting class 
remaining. Houghtelling would have 
graduated a year earlier if not for a 
shoulder injury that caused her to miss 
all of last season. 

Griffin spent her freshman year at 
Michigan State before transferring to 
Nebraska for her final three seasons of 
play. 

Coach John Cook can’t help but 
smile when he talks about the accom- 
plishments of the senior class. Cook 


pointed out that this Husker class has- 
n’t lost a single game in four trips to 
College Station, Texas, to play a tough 
Texas A&M team. 

“That's a pretty amazing accom- 
plishment right there,” Cook said. 
“Obviously they’ve been very success- 
ful, but what stands out the most is 
they’re great students and they’re 
great athletes. 

“That's a hard combination to find, 
that you can be that successful in both 
those areas and they’re at the top of 
the top. That's pretty special.” 

If you ask Stalls, she will tell you 
how special the past four years have 
been. Things haven’t always been per- 


fect, but Stalls wouldn’t trade her 
experience at Nebraska for anything. 

The emotion of Senior Night 
brought all that out. 

“It just speaks to how special the 
four years have been,” Stalls said. “I’m 
not saying they were four years of 
bliss, but that’s not what I want. You 
learn and you change and you grow, 
and that’s what it’s been for me here. 
It’s been incredible. 

“There’s real love going on. That's 
what brings the tears for me.” 

Houghtelling admitted she is 
amazed when she looks back on what 
she has done in her five years at 


Nebraska. She arrived from 
Cambridge, Neb., as an almost 
unknown. 


She developed into the national 
player of the year, traveled to China, 
saw her career interrupted by the 
shoulder injury, watched her team win 
the national title last year without her 
and got to meet the President of the 
United States. 

And of course, a highlight of this 
year was meeting comedian “Larry 
the Cable Guy” in November. 

“The opportunities we've had are 
amazing,” Houghtelling said. “I mean, 
who meets the president and Larry the 
Cable Guy and has Tom Osborne 
here? I mean who does that? We’re 
really fortunate.” 

Griffin, playing behind  AIll- 
American Rachel Holloway, hasn’t 
played a lot the past two seasons. In 
fact, Senior Night was her first start of 
the year. 

“Tt was definitely worth the wait, 
not starting all year and getting to 
come out in front of all these people 
and ending my career this way,” 
Griffin said. “It was amazing. I could- 
n't ask for anything more. It was real- 
ly special to be out there with the other 
seniors. 

“Sarah, Christina and Tracy are 
three of the best players in the country. 
To be able to set them my last starting 
match was unbelievable.” 

The younger players certainly 
appreciate the leadership and guid- 
ance provided by the seniors. 
Freshman Kayla Banwarth, who has 
moved into the starting libero spot late 
in the season, said she has learned a lot 
from the seniors. 

“They're amazing,” Banwarth said. 
“I’ve been blessed to have them as a 
senior class. They have understood the 
freshmen coming in are struggling. 
They’ve taken them under their wing. 
They're team leaders and great team 
players. I couldn’t ask for a letter sen- 
ior class.” 

Banwarth said if you’re looking for 
a role model, you won’t find any bet- 
ter than this year’s seniors. 

“They are definitely role models for 
me because they’ve been around the 
game so much,” Banwarth said. 
“They're just awesome role models, 
showing us how Nebraska works and 
how the program works.” 


ON TO THE TOURNAMENT 

The Nebraska volleyball team spent 
the opening weekend of the postseason 
at home, as the NU Coliseum was cho- 
sen as one of 16 sites for NCAA first and 
second-round play. Nebraska, making 
its 26th NCAA Tournament appearance, 
went into NCAAs as the No. 2 overall 
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seed among the 64 teams. 

Action was to begin Nov. 30, at the 
NU Coliseum when Western Kentucky 
(27-8) of the Sun Belt Conference took 
on Wichita State of the Missouri Valley 
Conference (26-5). Nebraska (27-1) was 
to meet South Dakota (25-10) of the 
Summit League in the second match. 

The second round was scheduled for 
Dec. 1, with Friday’s winners squaring 
off for a right to compete in the Madison 
(Wis.) Regional Dec. 7-8. 

The four predetermined regional 
sites are Gainesville, Fla. (Florida), State 
College, Pa. (Penn State), Madison, Wis. 
(Wisconsin) and Palo Alto, Calif. 
(Stanford). The NCAA Championships 
will take place at Arco Arena in 
Sacramento, Calif., Dec. 13-15. 


Bob Hamar covers the Nebraska volleyball 
team for the Grand Island (Neb.) 
Independent. He can be reached at 
bob.hamar@theindependent.com 


AVCA Showcase 
At Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 24 vs. Tennessee W 3-0 
Aug. 25 vs. UCLA W 3-1 
Holiday Inn Classic 
NU Coliseum/Qwest Center Omaha 
Aug. 31. vs. Creighton (NU) W 3-0 
Sept. 2 vs. Penn St. (Omaha) W 3-0 
Sept.3 vs. Cal Poly (NU) W 3-0 


Ameritas Players Challenge 
NU Coliseum 

vs. Duke 

vs. New Mexico St. 


W 3-0 
W 3-0 


Sept. 7 
Sept. 8 


(Home matches at NU Coliseum, unless noted) 


Sept. 12 Texas W 3-0 
Sept. 15 @Texas Tech W 3-0 
Sept. 22 Texas A&M W 3-0 
Sept. 26 @Kansas W 3-0 
Sept. 29 Baylor W 3-0 
Oct.3 Kansas State W 3-0 
Oct.6 @Colorado W 3-0 
Oct. 10 lowa State W 3-0 
Oct. 13 @Oklahoma W 3-0 
Oct.17  @Missouri W 3-0 
Oct. 20 Kansas W 3-0 
Oct. 21 Hawaii (Devaney) W 3-0 
Oct. 24 @Texas L 3-0 

Oct. 31 Missouri W 3-2 
Nov.3 @Kansas State W 3-2 
Nov. 7 Colorado W 3-0 
Nov. 11 @lowa State W 3-0 
Nov. 14 @Texas A&M W 3-0 
Nov. 17. Oklahoma W 3-0 
Nov. 21 @Baylor W 3-0 
Nov. 24 Texas Tech W 3-0 


Nov. 29-Dec. 2 
NCAA First/Second Rounds 
At Campus Sites 


Dec. 7-8 
NCAA Regionals 
At Campus Sites 


Dec 13-15 
NCAA Final Four 
At Sacramento, Calif. 
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GYMNASTICS 


ai 


Brittnee Habbib is one of three freshmen on the Nebraska women’s gymnastics roster. 


NU freshman gymnast learned 
some of her skills working with 
her sister in the basement 


By KATELYN KERKHOVE 


rittnee Habbib and her 
sister, Monique, 
would play at gym- 
nastics in the base- 
ment of their home. 
Brittnee, the younger of the two, 
would be the gymnast, and Monique 
would be the coach. 
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With Monique as her spotter, 
Brittnee would perform flips and 
tricks with a skill uncommon to most 
7-year-olds. It was a just a game, but, 
looking back, a dangerous one for the 
two elementary-aged girls. 

After all, Brittnee was flipping ona 
small balance beam their father had 
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made them. 

“| think it’s so humorous,” Habbib 
said. “I think it’s crazy that a little girl 
could be spotting me right. I’m still 
doing those tricks right now.” 

Habbib is a freshman gymnast at 
Nebraska. A decorated Canadian ath- 
lete, she brings her European style to 
the gym, as unique as any of the other 
Cornhuskers, Nebraska coach Dan 
Kendig said. 

“She’s got a European style to her 
in the way she does things and carries 
herself,” he said. “You can go to the 
competition and you can see a differ- 
ence. I can’t put my finger on exactly 
what it is. We have a lot of different 


styles on our team — we're not cook- 
ie cutter — and I think that’s what 
makes for a strong team.” 

A native of North York, Ontario, 
Habbib was five-year member of the 
Canadian National Team and repre- 
sented Canada at the 2006 World 
Championships last October. She also 
tied for fifth in the all-around and 
eighth on the balance beam at the 
2006 Canadian National 
Championships. 

But with all of her talent, Habbib 
also brings a naiveté to her sport. She 
doesn’t think twice about hopping on 
the beam to practice her flips and 
never once mentioned the danger she 
faced as a child playing in her base- 
ment. 

It’s all just for fun. 

“I just feel comfortable up there,” 
Habbib said. “I know it's intimidating 
for many people, but I love the feeling 
of doing crazy things on there. 

“When you're just comfortable, 
you enjoy working on it more. I just 
don’t get intimidated, and I just really 
enjoy it. It’s cool to do flips on there.” 

A late signer for the Huskers, 
Habbib joined the team in mid- 
August. She took her time deciding 


whether or not to stay in Canada and 
compete or start school. It seems she 
made the right choice as the Canadian 
team failed to qualify for the 
Olympics. 

Habbib and her mother made it to 
Nebraska on Aug. 18. 

Kendig said he can tell she is final- 
ly getting into the swing of things. 

“I think she’s doing a good job,” 
Kendig said. “I think she’s starting to 
figure out exactly what's expected of 
her on a daily basis. We’re just work- 
ing on her pace a little bit, just the 
speed of how she goes about doing 
things. She’s not always the quickest, 
fastest, but she does everything she 
needs to do.” 

Habbib’s specialty and favorite 
event is the balance beam. Kendig 
said she will be a usable force there 
this year. He has also been pleased 
with her abilities on floor exercise. 
Her only real area of weakness is the 
vault. 

“I feel like she is the real deal on 
beam, and I think she’s getting better 
and better on bars,” Kendig said. “We 
knew where she was coming in, and 
we're getting what we thought and 
she’s working hard at everything.” 
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Leather All-Star 
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Credit cards accepted: MasterCard, Visa, Discover 
Sales Tax: 5.5% Nebraska State sales tax is included 


Men‘s/Women’s 


Men’‘s Rookie 


Bracelet All-Star $39.95 
$99.95 


for delivery. 
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in product prices. Sales tax will be 

deducted from out of state orders. 
Shipping: $10. UPS ground ship- 

ping and handling. Allow 2-4 weeks Starlette Leather 


The only major adjustment for 
Habbib so far has been being away 
from her family. She said the combi- 
nation of her parents and brother and 
sister has been the main support sys- 
tem her whole life, and not having 
them around has been difficult at 
times. 

But it just made her more excited to 
go home for Thanksgiving. 

“My whole family, we support 
each other in everything I do,” 
Habbib said. “They support me and 
respect every decision I make. That's 
what is pushing me to go farther in 
everything I do — my family.” 


FROSH TRIO 

Habbib is among three freshmen on 
the Huskers’ roster. The others are Erin 
Davis from Round Rock, Texas, and 
Stephanie Seich from South Amboy, 
N.J. Five All-Americans return (and 
seven all-conference honorees), led by 
senior Emily Parsons, who has earned 
All-America recognition nine times. 

The Huskers’ annual intrasquad 
meet is slated for Mabel Lee Hall on 
Dec. 14, with the first competition of 
the season in a dual at lowa State on 
Jan. 11. 

The first home dual is scheduled for 
Jan. 13 against Arizona State. @ 


Prospect 


Starlette ss 
$79.95 $89.95 
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NOTEBOOK 


Attitude + Confidence 


If the name sounds familiar, it is. Roburt Sallie was at 
the Devaney Sports Center on the day in early August of 
2006 when Doc Sadler was introduced as Nebraska’s new 
basketball coach. 

Sallie was among six players, three others also incom- 
ing freshmen. His stay at Nebraska 
was brief, however. He began fall- 
semester classes but wasn’t cleared 
to play by the NCAA. 

He returned to California — he’s 
from Sacramento — and enrolled at 
San Francisco City College for the 
second semester. He didn’t play bas- 
ketball, however. Now, he’s playing 
again, and if he completes an associ- 
ate’s degree in the spring, he'll be 
eligible to return and play at 
Nebraska. 

Sallie, a 6-foot-4, 190-pound 
guard, joined Christopher Niemann, 
a 6-11, 230-pound post player from 
Schelklingen, Germany, in signing 
with the Cornhuskers in mid- 
November. 

Based on “the few quotes I’ve 
seen,” Sallie will be a “delight” for 
reporters, Sadler said. “I don’t think 
he holds back too much in his opin- 
ion of himself or opinions of others.” 

Sallie told the Lincoln Journal 
Star that he was going to “help 
Nebraska become a powerhouse.” He will have three sea- 
sons of eligibility but “who knows? Other things may hap- 
pen,” he said. 

“I may be here for two years and leave early. You never 
know.” 

In his third game this season at San Francisco City 
College he scored 25 points, grabbed 
15 rebounds and was credited with 15 
assists. “I think Roburt’s got the atti- 
tude and confidence that a player 
needs to have to maybe take that next 
step for a program,” said Sadler. “I 
mean, you've got to have players who 
think they’re pretty darned good. And 
Roburt is a good player.” 

Sallie “can play several positions. 
But point guard is one of them that 
he’s playing this year, and, you know, 
we're still very, very young at that 
position,” Sadler said. 

Cookie Miller, a 5-foot-7, 165-pound freshman, has been 
the primary point guard this season, while Brandon 
Richardson, another freshman who figures to play point 
guard, is redshirting. 

Niemann “is obviously going to be a player that, hope- 
fully down the road, can replace Aleks (Maric),” said 
Sadler. “If he can put up the numbers that Aleks puts up 
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Roburt Sallie 
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Doc Sadler signed two players in November. 


when he’s a junior and senior, we'll be pleased. I don’t 
think it’s going to be fair to expect him to come in and do 
what Aleks is doing right now. But we’re going to need him 
to play immediately, and hopefully he'll be able to do that.” 
He'll play night away if he’s eligible. But that was uncer- 
tain when he signed a letter of intent. 
The NCAA has ruled that Iowa 
State’s Lucca Staiger and 
Washington State’s Fabian Boeke, 
former players on his Erdgas 
Ehingen/Urspringschule club team 
have to forfeit a season of eligibility. 

The ruling was based on the fact 
that others on the club team were 
compensated. 

“I know we'll be really, really 
clear here in the next month or two,” 
Sadler said of Niemann’s status. 
“But I felt it was definitely worth 
whatever risk it was. It’s not like we 
had 10 or 11 big guys waiting to sign 
with us. I do think it’s worth the risk 
to go ahead and sign Christopher.” 

Niemann averaged 3.8 points and 
2.8 rebounds last season. 

Sallie, a two-time All-Metro selec- 
tion at Sacramento Valley High 
School, averaged 21.5 points as a 
senior and won the Delta League 
MVP award. He originally signed a 

letter of intent with Washington, but 
spent two years at prep schools in North Carolina, averag- 
ing 11 points on a 40-0 Laurinburg Institute team and then 
averaging 13 points, seven assists and four rebounds The 
Patterson School. 

Kansas and Memphis are among the schools that have 
recruited him at San Francisco City College. “I really like 
Roburt. He’s got that personality you need and the confi- 
dence that a program like this needs,” Sadler said. “So I’m 
looking forward to coaching Roburt.” 

A week before the official announcement that he would 
be returning to Nebraska, Sallie told the Omaha World- 
Herald: “It’s going to be a new era. It only takes one guy to 
get things going. I’m not saying I’m that big a name, but 
I’m known around the circuit. I’m not afraid.” 


THEY’LL BE REDSHIRTING 

Richardson told Sadler on the day of the Alabama A&M game 
that he had decided to redshirt. “| told him, ‘Brandon, for this 
basketball team I’m not for sure this particular year that it’s 
what's best for us.’ But there’s no question for him and this pro- 
gram, | think he’s made a good decision,” Sadler said. 

Alex Chapman, a 6-9, 225-pound sophomore transfer from 
Sheridan (Wyo.) College, also has decided to redshirt. Sadler 
was still waiting for decisions by Toney McCray and Alonzo 
Edwards. 

“| couldn’t be happier with those four guys,” he said. 

The redshirt decisions by Richardson and Chapman “for this 
program, down the road, | think it’s a huge, huge positive; | real- 
ly do,” said Sadler. 
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Quick Hits 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL RECRUITING 

For the second consecutive year, and third in the last five, 
the Nebraska women’s basketball team will have a recruit 
from Canada. Harleen Sidhu, a 6-foot-1 forward from Surrey, 
British Columbia, signed a letter of intent in mid-November, 
as did Layne Reeves, a 5-11 guard from Lubbock, Texas. 

Both have the ability to contribute as true freshmen, 
according to Husker coach Connie Yori. 

The 16-year-old Sidhu, who played on the British 
Columbia Provincial Team with Husker freshman Kaitlyn 
Burke, averaged 31 points, six rebounds and three assists as 
a high school junior. She missed much of the season because 
of injury, however. She will “add some more size on the 
perimeter for us because of her 
ability to shoot the ball from the 
outside as a forward,” said Yori. 

“She can do a lot of things as 
a shooter, a penetrator and as a 
rebounder.” 

Sidhu averaged 23 points and 
eight rebounds as a sophomore 
at Fleetwood Secondary School. 
She played on the provincial 
team for five seasons, leading it 
to a gold medal in the 2006 
Canadian Under 17 National 
Championships in Quebec. She 
led British Columbia to the 
Under-15 title in 2004. 

She was invited to the 
National Elite Development Academy in Ontario as well as a 
tryout for the Canadian National Team. Former Husker 
Chelsea Aubry is a member of the senior national team. 

Reeves earned first-team all-state recognition in the Texas 
private large-school division last season, after leading Trinity 
Christian High School to a fifth consecutive state title game. 

Reeves “has the ability to stretch defenses because of her 

shooting range,” Yori said. “She has a good intelligence for 
the game, and she is going to improve our size at the guard 
spot.” 
Her commitment to basketball is such that she made a five- 
hour drive from Lubbock to Dallas to play for the Texas 
Express 89 club team. She also has played for the Lubbock 
Lady Hawks. 

Reeves’ father, Ron, was a four-year starter at quarterback 
for Texas Tech, finishing as the school’s career-passing 
leader, and was drafted by the Houston Oilers in 1982. He 
played briefly in the NFL, as well as the Canadian Football 
League and the short-lived USFL. 


Connie Yori 


VOLLEYBALL RECRUITING 

Most programs recruit. The Nebraska volleyball program, 
more accurately, selects. Three of the four athletes who 
signed letters of intent with the Huskers in mid-November 
are ranked among the nation’s top 20 high school seniors, 
while the fourth is training with the U.S. National Team. 

Sydney Anderson, a 6-foot setter from Salt Lake City, 
Utah, has been training in Colorado Springs, Colo., since last 
summer, after spending her freshman year at the University 
of Utah. She was the AVCA West Region Freshman of the 
Year, leading the Utes to the NCAA tournament's second 
round. A four-year all-state performer in high school, she 
was the Utah Gatorade Player of the Year as a senior. 

Allison McNeal, a 6-2 middle blocker at Schulenburg 
(Texas) High School, is rated as the nation’s No. 4 prospect 
by Prepvolleyball.com. McNeal, a two-time District Hitter of 
the Year, also has national-level experienced, starting for the 
U.S. Youth National Team at the 2007 FIVB Girls’ Youth World 


Championships in Mexicali, Mexico. She currently trains for 
the Texas Tornados Volleyball Club, coached by four-time U.S. 
Olympian Tara Cross-Battle. McNeal also won the Texas Class 
2A state title in the high jump as a junior, after finishing as 
runner-up in the event in 2005. 

Kaitlynn James, a 5-11 outside hitter at national power 
Assumption (Ky.) High School, led the school to a 40-3 record, 
a state title and a No. 4 national ranking this season. 
Prepvolleyball.com rates her as the No. 13 prospect national- 
ly. She earned first-team Mizuno/Volleyball Magazine All- 
America recognition in 2006 and led her Kentucky Indiana 
Volleyball Academy team to a runner-up finish at the 2007 
USA Volleyball Junior Olympic Championships, earning all- 
tournament honors. 

Jordan Haverly, a 6-1 outside hitter from Cherry Valley, IIl., 
is rated as the No. 20 prospect nationally. She led Rockford 
Keith Country Day to a 37-5 record and runner-up finish in 
Class 1A, the first state finals appearance in the school’s 92- 
year history. Her mom, Tammi, was coach of the team. 
Haverly also has international experience, starting for the 
USA Junior National A2 Team, which won the gold medal at 
the 2007 European Global Challenge in Pula, Croatia. 

The Huskers’ 2008 incoming class is “a nice blend of expe- 
rienced players with some great athleticism, while balancing 
needs at the outside hitter, middle blocker and setter posi- 
tions,” said coach John Cook. “All four players have the expe- 
rience to be able to contribute right away. 

“There are high expectations at Nebraska, and all four 
players have embraced the commitment to play here. We are 
excited about the character and work ethic of this group.” 

In addition to the four scholarship recruits, Brigette Root, a 
5-10 setter from Grand Island (Neb.) High School, has indicat- 
ed last May that she would walk on at Nebraska. Root, whose 
father Bill is the coach, led the Islanders to a runner-up finish 
in the Class A state tournament in November. 


LIKE FATHER, LIKE DAUGHTER 

Cook's daughter Lauren, an all-state 
setter at Lincoln (Neb.) Pius X High 
School, led her team to a second con- 
secutive Class B state championship. 
Lauren is a junior. 

Watching his daughter compete is 
“nerve-wracking,” Cook said. 

As for whether she will be a Husker 
when her high school career is fin- 
ished, “I'm sure every kid in the state 
would love to play for Nebraska volley- 
ball,” he said. 

"But not every kid would want to 
play for their dad as coach.” 


a. c= 


John Cook 


STALLS RECOGNIZED 

All-American middle blocker Tracy 
Stalls was named the Big 12 Offensive 
Player of the Week after leading the 
Huskers to sweeps of Oklahoma and 
Texas A&M in mid-November. Against 
Oklahoma, ranked No. 22 at the time, 
the senior from Denver, Colo., had 11 
kills in 13 attempts with non errors for 
an .846 hitting percentage. His per- 
formance tied for the third-best attack 
percentage in school history and was 
the best by a Husker in more than two 
years. At that point in the season, her 
.454 attack percentage was tops in the conference and third 
nationally. 
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Tracy Stalls 
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ACROSS 
7 Returned 2 interceptions for 
touchdowns 
8 NU’s bowl after 2005 season 
9 Head coach in 1956 
10 Ex-Husker punter with Baltimore 
Ravens 
15 Opponent in 2008 opener 
16 NU’s bowl after 2006 season 
19 2006 Big 12 North champ 
22 Wide receiver from Minnesota 
23 2007 Big 12 North champ 
24 Bowl NU has appeared in most often 
27 Scored first TD vs. Colorado 
28 2007 leading receiver (yards) 
30 2008 nonconference opponent 


DOWN 
1 1983 Lombardi Award winner 
2 NU’s single-season scoring leader 
3 Ex-Husker in 2005 Super Bowl 
4 Career tackles leader 
5 First Husker selected in 2006 NFL Draft 
6 1971 Outland Trophy winner 
11 Ex-Husker punter with Cincinnati 
Bengals 
12 Ex-Husker linebacker with Philadelphia 
Eagles 
13 1982 Lombardi Award winner 
14 Joe Ganz’s home state 
16 First Husker selected in 2007 NFL 
Draft 
17 2007 leading tackler 
18 Fullback from Colorado 
20 First Husker selected in 2005 NFL 
Draft 
21 Offensive lineman from Minnesota 
25 1972 Outland Trophy winner 
26 2007 leading receiver (catches) 
29 Handed NU first loss in 2007 
Answers in January issue 


HUSKERNUTZ 


SO WHAT CAN SANTA 
BRING YOU FOR 
CHRISTMAS, PAL..P 


| 


WELL, FIRST OFF, 
IT'S GOTTA 
BE RED... 


ol Gee. | 


SHOPPING FOR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR YOUR 
HUSKERNUT IS A NO-BRAINER. 
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IDEAS? 

DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 
IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE 
YOU CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN 
AUTOGRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT 
OF YOUR HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CAR- 
TOONS, 3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, 
LINCOLN, NE 68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


NOV. 23 CROSSWORD SOLUTION 
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The Nebraska Sports Council congratulates 


Tom Osborne as the new interim Athletic Director 


at the University of Nebraska. Go Huskers! 


NebraskaSportsCouncil.com 
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The Signs 
Were There 


Much of the criticism leveled at Callahan 
was based on his ‘professional’ experience 


A HAND-MADE SIGN held up in a predomi- 
nately red section of Folsom Field in the fourth 
quarter of Nebraska’s season-ending loss at 
Colorado was based on a familiar television 
commercial for a credit card. 

“Gas, $136. Tickets, $125. Callahan’s last 
game, priceless,” it said. 

Similar signs, though less original, dotted the 
section. 

Those based on the fact ABC had televised 
the game to a national audience were most common. 

“A — Anyone, B — But, C — Callahan,” said one. 

“A — Adios, B — Bill, C — Callahan,” said another. 

When Callahan left the field at game’s end, he had to pass 
directly in front of the section. A few fans yelled encouragement 
to the now former Cornhusker coach. But only a 
few. 

The general attitude was reflected in the signs. 

The moment might have been poignant on a per- 
sonal level. But few, if any, in the section saw 
Callahan as anything except a coach, one under 
whom the program had fallen from national promi- 
nence. 

Question: Why did the U.S. Olympic team want 
to hire Callahan? Answer: To coach the bobsled 
team because of his ability to take a team downhill 
so fast. The joke became popular among Nebraska 
fans. 

Despite the crowd, Callahan seemed a solitary 
figure heading to the Cornhusker locker room for 
what would be the final time. He looked straight 
ahead, oblivious to the signs, composed, profession- 
al. 

The description “professional” was regarded as _ positive 
when he arrived four years earlier. He had coached in the NFL, 
led the Oakland Raiders to the Super Bowl. But the term was 
negative by the end. Much of the criticism leveled at him was 
based on his “professional” experience, with some justification 
probably. 

Callahan never seemed to grasp the difference between the 
game played in the NFL and the game played in college, not at 
Nebraska anyway. Though football is football, the correlation 
isn’t one-to-one. 

Good college players, very good college players, don’t 
always succeed in the NFL, for instance. Yet Callahan’s recruit- 
ing pitch was based on his ability to prepare players for the next 
level. 

Former athletic director Steve Pederson emphasized that in 
Callahan’s hiring. So to criticize him for doing what was in his 
job description — or job perception, anyway — would be unfair. 

There were signs, at the beginning, it might not work. After 
the Cornhuskers lost to Colorado 26-20 to finish his first season, 
Callahan described the loss as “one game today, one season.” 

For Nebraska fans, however, the past is ever-present. The one 
game meant a 5-6 finish, the end to a streak of non-losing sea- 
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sons that dated to 1961, and the end of a bow] streak that began 
in 1969. 

Though the wording might have been better, Callahan's point 
was reasonable given the changes following the firing of Frank 
Solich before the final game of a 10-3 season. That 10-3 record 
would be a curse on Callahan's tenure, a curse that wasn’t going 
to be lifted by anything short of duplication, if even then. 

The foundation of the program is tradition. And Nebraska's 
tradition is solid. Few others in college football compare. So the 
foundation was solid when Callahan arrived. He needed to 
build on that. Instead, his charge seemed to be tearing up the 
foundation and rebuilding it, changing the “culture” of 
Nebraska. 

That was his charge, remember, not his decision after being 
hired. So he shouldn’t bear full responsibility for an inability to 
appreciate, or at least to understand, the tradition 
into which he was thrust. 

Few saw this coming. Optimism was high going 
into the season, on the heels of a Big 12 North 
Division title and Cotton Bowl trip. Callahan's con- 
tract was extended, an extension universally sup- 
ported. But soon after came boos at Memorial 
Stadium, Pederson’s dismissal and the hiring of 
Tom Osborne as interim athletic director. 

Though Osborne’s return might have seemed to 
be a sign that Callahan’s days were numbered, it 
was probably his best chance to remain at Nebraska 
because of a shared experience, both having 
coached the Cornhuskers and dealt with the pres- 
sures and demands unique to any program. 

Osborne understood the situation in ways no one 
else could have. But like those who held up the 
signs at Folsom Field as Callahan made his final 
postgame walk at Nebraska, Osborne knew little about the man, 
beyond what he saw on the game-day sideline, on the practice 
field and in the film room. 

“T just didn’t get to know him very well,” Osborne said. “I 
was in Washington, and he was working very hard. The thing 
about Bill Callahan, at least it seemed to me, was... his whole 
life revolves around football and being in that office and looking 
at film. He was not out and about. And he wasn’t looking for me. 

“Neither one of us had any animosity toward one another. 
Our paths just weren’t crossing very much because of where I 
was and where he was, what he was doing. So I really would say 
to this day I don’t know him very well. And I feel bad about that. 
But I did try to get to know him a little bit the last few weeks.” 

Callahan was a grinder — his own term. He worked hard, 
and was paid well. Hard work doesn’t always produce success, 
however, not success as it is defined at Nebraska. 

And that’s the worst to be said. Nothing personal. It didn’t 
work out. 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal Star. 
He has covered Nebraska football for nearly 30 years. Mike can be 
reached at MBABCOCK1@neb.rr.com 

or P.O. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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